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FREE QUOTE 31 Tasman Street, Ōpunake    CALL 06 761 8084

WE SERVICE APPLIANCES
Washing Machines, Dryers, Dishwashers,  
Ovens & fridges and more...

AUTHORISED TARANAKI APPLIANCE SERVICE CENTER

CENTRE

ELECTRICAL

SERVICE

There was a disappointingly 
low turnout at the Opunake 
meeting held as part of the 
Local Water Done Well 
consultation.

“I’m absolutely staggered 
this room is not full,” said 
Oeo farmer Rob Thwaites 
who was one of the three 
members of the public at 
the meeting held in the 
Stevenson Lounge at the 
Sinclair Event Centre on 
May 14. “I wanted to share 
coffee with every farmer on 
the coast. On 4 September 
I don’t want to hear any 
grizzling.”

The meeting was one of 
several being held to lay 
out the options the South 
Taranaki District Council 
had decided on for Local 
Water Done Well, the 
government programme 
put forward to replace the 
previous government’s 
Three Waters scheme.

The Council has until 
September 3 to submit a 
water services delivery 
plan.  Public consultation 
ends on May 30 and the 
Council decides on their 
plan on July 30. The Council 
had identifi ed two options.  
Option A which the Council 
had voted as their preferred 
option would see South 
Taranaki forming a Water 
Services Council Controlled 
Organisation (WSCCO)  
with the New Plymouth and 
Stratford district councils 
to manage freshwater and 
wastewater, while Option B 

would see South Taranaki 
continuing to manage these 
on their own. All councils 
would continue to manage 
their own stormwater 
systems.

In the Opunake and Coastal 
News Council Comment 
column (May 8 2025)  Cr 

No show for Opunake meeting

South Taranaki District Council chief executive Fiona Aitken speaking at the less well attended 
Opunake meeting.

There was a good turnout at the Kapuni Hall for the 
Local Water Done Well meeting.

Taranaki and now NZ 
Dairy Manager of the 
Year. See page 26.

Broken Pieces. See 
page 29.

Heating feature. See 
pages 18-21.

More on the Kaponga 
Library. See page 7.

Four Square in 
Opunake. See pages 

Bryan Roach said  Local 
Water Done Well will be 
“the biggest decision to be 
made by your Council ever.” 
It was therefore somewhat 
surprising that there was 
a low turnout at Opunake. 
There had been a strong 
turnout at Hawera the night 
before, and about 40 people 
turned out for a meeting at 
Kapuni the evening after. 
At the Opunake meeting Ian 
Box said he had been head 
water treatment operator in 
the Western Bay of Plenty 
where a Council-owned 
operation had been sold off. 
He was concerned that some 
of the same things which 
had happened there could 
happen here if services were 
amalgamated.

“Everything was taken 
over and there was a loss of 
local knowledge,” he said. 
“We need to keep our own 
guys here. Once you’ve lost 
that expertise about different 
times of year and what 

you’ve got to do you’ve lost 
it. If you lose your guys who 
have been with the Council 
for 5 years, 10 years, 15 
years these guys have 
problems. Their legs are cut 
off, their sense of belonging 
is gone.”

It was noted that the 
Council had voted 7-4 to 
have Option A as their 
preferred option. Mayor 
Nixon said he wanted to 
see a defi nite vote from the 
Council on July 30 on such 
an important matter as this 
and would be disappointed 
to see a hung Council. He 
had only twice before had 
to make a casting vote at a 
Council meeting he said.

There were questions 
asked about the quality of 
local water in Opunake. 
South Taranaki District 
Council group manager Infra 
structure services Herbert 
Denton acknowledged there 
had been longstanding 
problems with the water 

supply in Opunake and said 
the Council is working on 
addressing them.

At the Kapuni meeting 
Rob Thwaites said he would 
like to see a non-binding 
referendum with a third 
option added for the South 
Taranaki Council to join 
with Stratford, leaving New 
Plymouth out.

“For us to be a small fi sh 
in a big pond with the New 
Plymouth District Council 
we would get a hiding,” he 
said.

Michael Joyce supported  
the idea noting the shared 
rural character of the South 
Taranaki and Stratford 
councils.

“If you amalgamate South 
Taranaki and Stratford you 
have a real alignment of 
communities of interest, 
while in New Plymouth you 
have a huge dominance of 

Continued page 5
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Have you ever savoured 
the aroma of freshly baked 
bread? For thousands of 
years every culture has 
enjoyed some type of bread: 
naan, baguette, Maori 
bread, challah, ciabatta, 
tortilla, pita, roti, sourdough, 
lavash…. The list goes 
on. Many breads have the 
simplest ingredients of 
fl our, water, yeast and salt. 
Recipes can be creative and 
vary with different grains 
and other ingredients. Some 
cultures only use fl our and 
water with no added yeast. 
As a home-baker and bread 

enthusiast I regularly bake a 
variety of breads. Even when 
my loaves have different 
results than expected, they 
are still very forgiving and 
enjoyable.  

As New Zealanders we 
often enjoy sandwiches 
for lunch from the bread 
we buy at the supermarket. 
However ancient cultures 
didn’t have it so good. Many 
different kinds of grains 
had to be strenuously hand 
grinded with a mortar and 
pestle or with hand mills or 
water mills. The Romans 
used animal-powered mills. 

Persians used windmills.
During the life of Jesus, 

barley bread was a regular 
part of almost every meal. 
Jesus referred to Himself 
as the very “bread of life” 
because He wanted to sustain 
and support His followers 
on a daily basis. Within 24 
hours after miraculously 
feeding 5,000 hungry men 
with just two fi sh and fi ve 
small barley loaves, Jesus 
made this promise to those 
who believe in Him: “I am 
the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never 
go hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be 
thirsty” (John 6:35, NIV). 

Throughout the centuries, 
Christians have celebrated 
the Eucharist or Communion 
with bread and wine as a 
sign that they have new life 
in Jesus as the “bread” in 
their life. The cup of wine 
represents His saving blood 
for the eradication and 
forgiveness of our sins. His 
supernatural resurrection 
ensured the fulfi lment of 
all of Jesus’ thirty gospel 
promises for believers.

“I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats this bread will 
live forever. This bread is my 
fl esh, which I will give for 
the life of the world” (John 
6:51, NIV).  Today, God still 
invites a hungering world to 
have a living faith in Jesus 
who promises to be the daily 
“bread” in our lives.  

Nga manaakitanga o te 
Atua,

Adelphos

Bread

Equal pay for 
equal work of 
equal value

While still reeling from 
the rolling decisions of the 
Coalition of Chaos (CoC), 
just when you thought 
they couldn’t get any more 
devious or cold hearted, CoC 
had a dreadful Mothers’ Day 
surprise for women working 
in the lowest paying jobs. 

  What kind of government 
denies women their legal 
right to fair pay to “save the 
budget?” We knew we could 
not afford billion-dollar tax 
breaks for the billionaires, 
but there you go. Tax breaks 
are more important than fair 
wages for Kiwis. 

  In a sneaky move, 
ignoring expert advice, 
without consultation, with 
no mandate, and rushed 
through with urgency, they 
overturned 33 pay equity 
claims which would have 
resolved gender-based pay 
discrimination for hundreds 
of thousands of women: 
primary, secondary, and 
early childhood teachers, 

carers of the aged, Plunket 
nurses, librarians, and social 
workers. 

  Pay equity was meant 
to reverse decades of 
discrimination based on sex. 
Not the same as equal pay, 
same pay for same work, pay 
equity is about equal pay for 
work of equal value. 

  Equal value is 
determined by comparing 
14 characteristics of a job 
against another job in a 
male dominated domain 
with same or similar level 
of skill, knowledge, ability, 
responsibility, etc. required 
for the job. 

  It is estimated that pay 
equity would have improved 
women’s pay cheques by 
$150 per week. That money 
would have made life a little 
easier for families in an 
economy with falling wages, 
lack of jobs, high food 
prices, high rents, and high 
power costs. 

  CoC are lying when they 
say the recent changes to the 
Equal Pay Act are not about 
undoing progress but about 
making the process more 
robust. Once again, it’s about 
selling Kiwis up the river in 

favour of their donors. The 
only way these women, our 
mothers, aunties, sisters, 
and daughters will get fair 
treatment will be when we 
elect a new government.   

  
Mary Moore

Manaia

The Unborn
ANZAC Day has made 

me consider the value 
of life. Our society rests 
on understanding and 
appreciating this gift.

Men and women gave their 
lives to protect it in their 
homes, families and the 
vulnerable.

For us now to continue 
along this path to peace will 
sustain our hope to manage 
the ups and downs of each 
day.

Unborn children are like us 
(this side of the womb, just 
smaller), and holding on to 
that same hope.

In pregnancies where 
abortion is considered, the 
option of adoption has more 
to offer; in safeguarding 
young lives, aiding those 

who are happy to  adopt 
and acknowledging and 
supporting parents, for each 
life is valuable and unique.

M.Hall
Urenui.

New library 
for Kaponga

 A new problem has arisen 
as the South Taranaki 
District Council is wanting 
to shift Kaponga’s library 
into Kaponga’s new war 
memorial hall’s supper 
room. To fi x this library it 
is estimated to cost about 
$160,000 and maybe more, 
yet this council has recently 
spent $43 million on a huge 
multi-purpose library in 
High Street, which has left 
their town with many vacant 
shops.

To me, if this council can 
afford such a building like 
this, what on earth wrong 
of them building a brand 
new library for Kaponga? 

Continued on page 4.
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DIMOCKS BeDS R US & FURNITURe
190 VICTORIA AVE, WANGANUI

PH 06 348 4877
307 HIGH ST, HAWERA

PH 06 278 8080

Haier 
Dryer

$745

Haier 
WasHer

$519 $898

simpson 
VenteD Dryer

samsung
WasHer  

•	 4.5kg capacity
•	 Child lock
•	 Front or rear venting
•	 Reverse tumbling action
•	 Wall mount kit included
SDV457HQWA

•	 6.5kg capacity
•	 9 wash programs
•	 Double Storm pulsator
•	 Magic Filter
•	 Diamond drum
•	 Digital Inverter Motor
•	 720rpm maximum

spin speed
WA65F5S6DRW

•	 4kg Sensor drying
•	 7 programs
•	 2 temperature settings
•	 Reverse tumble
•	 Electronic Diamond

Dial control
•	 Front and rear venting
HDV40A1

•	 8kg capacity
•	 16 wash programs
•	 Wave drum design
•	 Brushless Inverter

motor
•	 1400rpm maximum

spin speed
HWF80BW2

$499

Classic Kappa

The Classic Kappa bed is designed for lasting 
performance featuring a Duracoil spring, which 
provides robust support for all shapes and sizes.
Single - King Sizes

Single Mattress & Base from $499
Queen Mattress & Base from $679

Classic Zulu

The Classic Zulu bed features Sleepyhead’s 
renowned Torquezone spring system, endorsed 
by the New Zealand Chiropractic Association.
Single - King Sizes

Single Mattress & Base from $999
Queen Mattress & Base from $1299

Wonderest Easy Sleeper

Independent pocket springs respond to your individual 
weight and shape and help to minimise partner 
disturbance. Support foam will prolong the life of the 
mattress and provide pressure relieving comfort.
Single - King Sizes

Single Mattress & Base from $849
Queen Mattress & Base from $1099

Great space saver, perfect for kids or spare rooms. 
King Single top mattress with additional single 
trundle mattress, ideal for sleepovers or guests.

Classic Gamma

ONLY $999Pop Up Trundler

3 & 2.5 seater or Chaise available, also available with
large chair or ottoman. Offered in both fabric and leather.

EURO LOUNGE SUITEMETUNG LOUNGE SUITE

3.5 seater + 2.5 seater, Galaxy fabric,
John Young/Dixie Cummings suite

Everyday low price $1698
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DIMOCKS HAWERA

We stock:
Sleepyhead Beds • La-Z-Boy Chairs • Bedroom • Dining & Lounge Furniture 

Danske Mobler • Furniture By Design • Fisher & Paykel • Westinghouse 
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Great space saver, perfect for kids or spare rooms. 
King Single top mattress with additional single 
trundle mattress, ideal for sleepovers or guests.

Classic Gamma

ONLY $999Pop Up Trundler

3 & 2.5 seater or Chaise available, also available with
large chair or ottoman. Offered in both fabric and leather.

EURO LOUNGE SUITEMETUNG LOUNGE SUITE

3.5 seater + 2.5 seater, Galaxy fabric,
John Young/Dixie Cummings suite

Everyday low price $1698
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DIMOCKS BeDS R US & FURNITURe
190 VICTORIA AVE, WANGANUI

PH 06 348 4877
307 HIGH ST, HAWERA

PH 06 278 8080

Haier 
Dryer

$745

Haier 
WasHer

$519 $898

simpson 
VenteD Dryer

samsung
WasHer  

•	 4.5kg capacity
•	 Child lock
•	 Front or rear venting
•	 Reverse tumbling action
•	 Wall mount kit included
SDV457HQWA

•	 6.5kg capacity
•	 9 wash programs
•	 Double Storm pulsator
•	 Magic Filter
•	 Diamond drum
•	 Digital Inverter Motor
•	 720rpm maximum

spin speed
WA65F5S6DRW

•	 4kg Sensor drying
•	 7 programs
•	 2 temperature settings
•	 Reverse tumble
•	 Electronic Diamond

Dial control
•	 Front and rear venting
HDV40A1

•	 8kg capacity
•	 16 wash programs
•	 Wave drum design
•	 Brushless Inverter

motor
•	 1400rpm maximum

spin speed
HWF80BW2

$499

Classic Kappa

The Classic Kappa bed is designed for lasting 
performance featuring a Duracoil spring, which 
provides robust support for all shapes and sizes.
Single - King Sizes

Single Mattress & Base from $499
Queen Mattress & Base from $679

Classic Zulu

The Classic Zulu bed features Sleepyhead’s 
renowned Torquezone spring system, endorsed 
by the New Zealand Chiropractic Association.
Single - King Sizes

Single Mattress & Base from $999
Queen Mattress & Base from $1299

Wonderest Easy Sleeper

Independent pocket springs respond to your individual 
weight and shape and help to minimise partner 
disturbance. Support foam will prolong the life of the 
mattress and provide pressure relieving comfort.
Single - King Sizes

Single Mattress & Base from $849
Queen Mattress & Base from $1099

Great space saver, perfect for kids or spare rooms. 
King Single top mattress with additional single 
trundle mattress, ideal for sleepovers or guests.

Classic Gamma

ONLY $999Pop Up Trundler

3 & 2.5 seater or Chaise available, also available with
large chair or ottoman. Offered in both fabric and leather.

EURO LOUNGE SUITEMETUNG LOUNGE SUITE

3.5 seater + 2.5 seater, Galaxy fabric,
John Young/Dixie Cummings suite

Everyday low price $1698
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Opening Hours: Saturday 9am - 5pm. Monday 8.30am - 5pm. Closed Sunday. 

SALE ends Tuesday 3rd June at 5pm

KING’S
BIRTHDAY

SALE

*Excludes everyday special prices & clearance stock.

NZ-116035_569503
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www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 



Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple,  professional 
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery. 

Simple But 
Significant

233 Carrington St
New Plymouth

MATERIAL 
HANDLING

CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

• RENTAL
• SERVICE
• PARTS

• NEW & USED SALES
• GULF LUBRICANTS

AB EQUIPMENT
29 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth

Grant Stachurski - Material Handling & Construction Equipment Sales
grant.stachurski@abequipment.co.nz | 027 227 0397

Ph (06) 757 5197 or 0800 30 30 90
www.abequipment.co.nz 

Letters to theLetters to the
EditorEditor

While we welcome free speech, the views expressed in the Letters to the Editor do not necessarily refl ect those 
of the Opunake & Coastal News. Please limit letters to 350 words as we sometimes struggle for space to fi t 
them all in.

Absolutely nothing, while 
reminding this council 
people who live in Patea, 
Eltham, Kaponga and 
surrounding districts are 
just as important as those 
who live in Hawera. Now 
wouldn’t it be better for 
a temporary shift into the 
Kaponga’s Halls supper 
room, then building them 
a new library? And how 
long would these various 
upgrades last and cost? Not 
very long at all.

 I can remember when 
Dalvanius Prime from 
Patea was wanting to have 

an outdoor entertainment 
centre in Patea and he also 
made plans for it. He took 
his ideas to this council for 
their permission, but he was 
turned down. If this venue 
had been built it would have 
become extremely popular, 
not only for readers, but 
for everybody else, so may 
I remind this council that 
this year we’re having 
our local body elections 
so be somewhat careful. 
Remember, we the people 
can either vote councillors in 
or out.

Tom Stephens, New 
Plymouth

Place names

I see that Tahora, Tahora 
Saddle, Tahora Scenic 
Reserve and Mount 
Humphries place names 
have been changed by the 
NZ Geographic Board. 
Places where I spent a lot 
of fun days in the remote 
places in my youth, these 
places names, Tahora to 
Tahoraparoa, Tahora Saddle 
to Tahoraparoa Saddle, 
Tahora Scenic Reserve to 
Tahoraparoa Scenic Reserve 
and Mount Humphries to 
Whakaihuwaka Maunga.

Question, how do 
you pronounce ‘ 
Whakaihuwaka’? Question: 
who is to pay for name 
changes sign postings? 
Question, have you ever 
been to Tahoraparoa or 
climbed Whakaihuwaka 
Maunga/Mount Humphries? 
What is Whakaihuwaka 
Maunga/Mount Humpries 
history famous for? Is 
Whakaihuwaka Maunga 
like or unlike, our Taranaki 
Maunga believed to be 
sacred/spiritual making it a 
great place for all cultures to 
go for outdoor adventures?

Ian McAlpine
New Plymouth

Leave our 
Maoridom 
alone

 I am again supporting 
another great article by Mary 
Moore of Opunake as she’s 
telling Mr David Hancock 
of Eltham his ideas won’t 
be happening. Well, she’s 
correct. Look Mr Hancock, 
our former PM John Key had 
three utterly stupid ideas:

1. Wanted the shift 
the Beehive to Auckland

2. Wanted to change 
our national fl ag one Union 
Jack and fi nally

3. Wanted our 
country Aotearoa to become 
a republic.

Well, all his ideas failed 
miserably. He never tired 
again knowing we have two 
electorates, one for Maori 
and the other for everyone 
else, thanks to our British 
heritage as our treaty of 
Waitangi was signed in 
1840. You’re beginning 
to remind me of David 
Seymour who’s wanting 
to completely wipe out our 
Maori traditions, values, and 
language, which won’t be 
ever happening at all as the 
treaty represents the treaty’s 
principles, partnership and 
participation.

  It seems you live in 
Eltham. I do know that many 
Maori and other cultures live 
in your town. Now why don’t 
you talk to them face to face 
instead of hiding yourself 
within this newspaper.

 Now remember, if you 
start criticizing Maoridom, 
you also are downing other 
cultures, as a part Maori 
myself, so if I was you I’d 
be extremely careful even 
talking about other cultures 
as it could easily backfi re on 
you.

                  Tom Stephens, 
                  New Plymouth

Justice
After watching on the 

Maori Channel on May 
19 “Killing the Indian in 
the Child” and “We are 
still here” on April 20 and 
“The Stolen Children of 
Aotearoa” on March 31 it 
has prompted me to share 
my song after the Royal 
Commission, now disbanded 
rejected my claims against 
the Catholic entity and the 
government because they 
have both lost my records. 
There are thousands of us. 
I have been involved with 
the Commission for over 30 

Continued from page 3

years, even getting a court 
call up in the next four and 
a half to fi ve years time. 
That was in 2023 but when 
my doctor informed them 
of my physical prognosis 
I was then informed that 
they had lost my records. 
Case dismissed. No hope of 
redress.

The offi ce of Carl Bastes 
MP tried very hard to 
negotiate on my behalf, 
especially Ella Borrows 
and Linda, only to be told 
personally by Carl Bates 
thdere is no more they can 
do. Lost, gone and forgotten.

The Archbishop Phillip 
Richardson, the only 
representative on the 
Commission was the only 
one who shared genuine 
empathy and compassion, 
but to no avail, so far.

By the end of the day the 
government is opting out 
of paying any redress to 
thousands of us by using the 
loss of records as an excuse 
to get out of any redress, thus 
making Luxon’s apology 
empty.

He has apologised. That’s 
an admission of guilt by both 
the government and faith-
based institutions.

Bruce Salisbury
Manaia.

The Life 
and Crimes 
suffered by 
Bruce

I was a little Maori pepi 
who’s story must be told

I was taken by the Catholics 
when not even one day old.

My father tried to get me 
back, but the priests told him 
no.

You have been a naughty 
man. For that your boy must 

go.
For me the Naenae Boys 

Home was where I was kept.
My father went home 

empty, where he cuddled 
Mum and wept

Because I was kidnapped 
when not even one-day-old.

The Sisters of St John of 
God, Incorporated if you 
please

Were the ones that stole me 
that brought my Dad  down 
to his knee.

He wanted his little boy 
back, his pride the Catholics 
stole

Taken by the Fathers in 
frocks, when not even one-
day-old.

When stolen by the 
Catholics in 1955, through 
the Grace of Adonia

Today I’m still alive. 
Running from his Throne 
Above

A couple with hearts full of 
love, to adopt and take me 
home

So for at last I’m not alone.
On paper I have a new 

Mum and Dad, strangers to 
me many I have had

The priests and nuns up to 
the Pope stole my life, my 
family and all

My hope, knowing full 
well the pain they cause

With pagan Easters and 
Santa Clause my life has 
taken a 

Different spin, show 
goodness and mercy 
avoiding all sin.

The government of this 
country should hang their 
head in shame

Along with the Catholics 
they must share the blame

Kidnapping is illegal, 
that’s what I’ve been told

Well that’s what happened 
to me when not even one-
day-old.

Bruce Salisbury
Manaia

On 20 May, 1941 the 
invasion of Crete was under 
way. From 20 May until 28 
May Alfred Clive Hulme 
took on the Germans, 
virtually alone. He was 
awarded the Victoria Cross 
for his exploits. At one stage 
he donned a German uniform 
so he could get closer to the 
German soldiers.

  He was born in Dunedin 
in 1911 and was a farm 
labourer before going 
overseas with he 23rd 
Battalion as a sergeant.

 His son was Denny Hulme 
(born 1936) who, in 1967, 
became the fi rst kiwi to 
win a World Formula 1 
championship.

On this month in history: 
The German invasion of Crete Apology

We would like to correct an 
error in our coverage of the 
ANZAC day commemora-
tions in Opunake in the last 
issue of the paper.

The Turkish fl ag was not 
raised at the Dawn Parade as 
stated in the article.

We apologise for this mis-
take.

Editor

Continued from page 1.
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ROYAL COMFORT WITH A HUGE SAVINGS!

2X LAVENDER PILLOWS
WITH EVERY SLEEP SET

FREE
VALID TILL: MAY 25

FREE
VALID TILL: MAY 25

LOCAL DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES OF $999 AND
ABOVE WITHIN 15KM RADIUS*

FREE
VALID TILL: MAY 25

MATTRESS PROTECTOR
ON PURCHASES OF $2499

AND ABOVE*

Minimum purchase of $1999 applicable. Lending Criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, Fees, Minimum Transfer Amount, Ts&Cs apply. Standard
Interest Rate (currently 28.95% p.a.) applies to any outstanding balance at end of interest free period. $55 Establishment Fee or $35 Advance
Fee applies to Long Term Finance Purchases.

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.

241 Devon Street East, New Plymouth
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm / Sun 10am-4pm  Ph: 06 757 2988

Apology

the city over the rural 
areas.” 

Council chief executive 
Fiona Aitken acknowledged 
that if two out of three 
councils wanted to go into 
the WSCCO there would 
have to be conversations 
on how this would have 
to be sorted out with the 
September 3 deadline 
approaching.

At Kapuni much of the 
meeting was taken up by 
concerns about the Waimate 
West and Kapuni water 
schemes, with farmers on 
the schemes having to pay 
more because of the goal 
of price harmonisation 
throughout the district.

Mayor Phil Nixon said 
these schemes also supply 
the towns of Manaia and 
Kaponga, so the water that 

farmers used to hose down 
their cowsheds is also used 
for human consumption.

It was acknowledged that 
if the scheme became too 
expensive farmers would 
look to other sources 
including bores.

 “We will move away from 
Waimate West if it gets too 
expensive,” one farmer said. 
“It’s not apples for apples, 
but at times you don’t need 
apples. You can get them 
from the stream.”

Neville Ardern said farmers 
are getting to the verge of 
what they could function at 
before they would have to 
look for alternatives.

Mayor Nixon said that as 
a dairy farmer himself he 
sympathized with them but 
said these schemes were 
worth continued support 
citing recent dry spells.

No show for Opunake meeting
Continued from page 1.

The same water source you use to hose down your cowshed may also be used for human consumption. DairyNZ.

“The Waimate West water 
scheme comes to my back 
boundary. We only have one 
well. I know it’s going to 

cost more but I would love 
to be able to turn on the tap 
and have the water come 
through my gate.”

Mayor Nixon said he was 
pleased with the number of 
submissions received so far 
and encouraged submitters 

to say why they supported a 
particular option rather than 
just ticking the appropriate 
box.

Lower home values 
and easing interest 
rates are creating a rare 
opportunity for fi rst-home 
buyers to enter the New 
Zealand housing market, 
particularly in hard to 
access main centres like 
Auckland and Wellington, 
according to the latest QV 
House Price Index.

Home values rose 0.10% 

in the three months to April 
to a new national average 
value of $914,504, which is 
-1.33% lower than the same 
time last year.

Home values in New 
Plymouth have risen 1.24% 
over the past three months 
and are 1.27% higher than 
the same time last year. The 
average home value is now 
$729,739. Meanwhile, the 

average home value in South 
Taranaki dipped 0.64% 
over the quarter to April to 
$443,886 while Stratford 
values also dipped 1.35% 
over the past three months 
and the average home there 
is worth $478,051. 

QV property consultant, 
Danny Grace said “New 
Plymouth district is more 
stable with improved levels 

of activity and interest over 
the recent months, with 
more interest from buyers 
and agents feeling more 
confi dent. Stratford and 
South Taranaki are also 
stabilising, but not to the 
same level as New Plymouth. 
The quarterly gain in New 
Plymouth of 1.24% shows 
improved sentiment fueled 
mostly by the strength of 

fi rst home buyer demand.”
Across New Zealand’s 

main urban areas: the 
Auckland region continues 
to soften, with home values 
down 2.89% year on year, 
and 0.08% over the past 
3-months; the Wellington 
region dropped 4.11% year 
on year, and 0.50% over the 
quarter to April; Dunedin 
was down 0.04% year on 

year and -0.73% over the 
past three months; while 
Christchurch bucked the 
trend, rising 1.35% year on 
year and 0.88% in the April 
quarter; as did Hamilton 
up 0.36% year on year 
and 0.12% over the past 
3-months.

Housing market tips in favour of fi rst home buyers



We welcome your contributions 
Please send to 

editorial@opunakecoastal news.co.nz
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OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE

Fisher Taranaki 
50 Rimu Street, Strandon, New Plymouth
06 758 5068
fisherwindows.co.nz

Johnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & Christine NEW OWNERS

NEW PLYMOUTH
78 Courtney Street  |  06 759 9052

• Online - Deliveries /Click & Collect
• Gold Card Discounts - on Groc’s Tuesday!
• Instore Cafe!
• Fresh, Fresh, Fresh
• Fuel station on-site

We’re here to help make your shopping 
experience a great one!
COME IN & SAY HELLO!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:

www.andersonspies.co.nz
OPENING HOURS

MON TO FRIDAY 6am - 4pm
PH 06 278 5553 

sales@andersonspies.co.nz

“best you can buy
an Andersons pie”

144 Princes St
HAWERA

HTG CONSTRUCTION

Hakatea@htgconstruction.org

027 904 9796

New Builds
Renovations
Extensions
Decks
Fences

 There was an Opunake 
Volunteer Fire Brigade 
callout at midday on Tuesday 
13 May. 

After briefl y stopping at an 
Opunake address, allowing 
fi re offi cers to confer with a 
local man, the vehicle headed 
to Middleton’s Bay where a 
man with an injured leg was 
uplifted by the ambulance 
which had shortly arrived on 
the scene. The loud noise of 
a Rescue Helicopter could 
be heard as it approached the 

Rescue helicopter arrives in Opunake
township.

A couple of minutes after 
leaving Middleton’s Bay 
the fire engine arrived at 
the Sinclair Electrical Event 
Centre carpark. On the grass 
nearby the Rescue Helicopter 
made a landing. The injured 
man was stretcher into the 
helicopter to be taken to the 
Taranaki Base Hospital for 
medical care.

LEFT:
A stretcher can be seen 
in front of the rescue 
helicopter at the Sinclair 
Electrical Event Centre in 
Opunake.

The French town of Le 
Quesnoy has never forgotten 
the New Zealand troops 
who liberated them from the 
Germans a week before the 
Armistice was signed that 
ended World War I. They 
used ladders to scale the 
walls of the town which the 
Germans had held for four 
years. Among the fi rst over 
the wall was Rifl eman James 
Edward Craig of Manaia. The 
son of David and Bessie Craig 
of Sutherland Road, Manaia, 
James lied about his age 
when he enlisted on July 24 
1916. He arrived at Plymouth 
in Devon on January 30 1917 
and recounted his experiences 
at Le Quesnoy in an eight 
page letter to his mother 
Bessie which can be seen at 

Great grandson inspired by exploits of Le Quesnoy veteran

Rifl eman James Craig.

Te Arawhata, the Liberation 
Museum at Le Quesnoy.

After World War I James 
got married and dairy farmed 
at York Road Midhirst until 
1941 when he shifted to 
Huiroa where he went sheep 

and dairy farming until he 
and his wife Bertha retired 
to Stratford in 1967. Bertha 
died in 1979, and James died 
in 1986.

His exploits captured the 
imagination of his great 
great grandson William 
Kettlewell.  His school had 
been doing some fund raising 
for the Opunake RSA which 
prompted him to look up his 
family history and the story 
of his great great grandfather.

So in the Easter school 
holidays, William, along 
with his sister Kourtney 
decided to collect and sell 
pinecones to donate to 
the Opunake RSA. They 
raised $150 which William 
presented to Opunake RSA 
president Rodney Woods at 
the dawn service in Opunake 
on ANZAC day. 

RIGHT:

William Kettlewell presents 
the money he raised to 
Opunake RSA president 
Rodney Woods.
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Taranaki’s hearing care 
specialists are open and 
hear for you!

Our services:
• Hearing assessments
• Tinnitus
• Hearing aids
• Wax removal (microsuction)

ELECTRICAL
OPUNAKE

Ph: Craig on 027 207 7775
craigcorriganelectrical@gmail.com

• All Cowshed Wiring
• Farm Control Systems
• Domestic Wiring
• Electrical Inspections
• Effluent System wiring

WHERE YOU GO FOR HEADSTONES

209 Coronation Ave,
NEW PLYMOUTH - Ph: 06 759 9975

33 High Street, 
HAWERA - Ph: 06 278 5518

Kaponga businessman 
Arnold Fitzgerald says the 
current Kaponga Library 
is fi t for purpose and there 
is no reason why it can’t 
continue to be based at its 
present location.
“The building is very sound 
and centrally located which 
is where we want to keep 
it,” he says.
Recent leakage problems 
had prompted the South 
Taranaki District Council to 
suggest moving the library 
to the supper room of the 
Kaponga War Memorial 
Hall as one of two options 
for the future of library 
services in the town. The 
other one was to fi x up 
the existing building on 
the corner of Victoria and 
Egmont Streets. At a public 
meeting in Kaponga there 

was strong local opposition 
to the suggestion of using 
the supper room citing the 
prospect of another empty 
building in town and the 
room not being able to be 
used for major events.
 As reported in the Opunake 
and Coastal News (May 
8 2025) South Taranaki 
District Council group 
manager community 
services Rob Haveswood 
said they had “heard loud and 
clear” that the community 
wanted more options and six 
of these would be presented 
when the South Taranaki 
District Council meets on 
May 26.
Arnold Fitzgerald says 
he can’t see any reason  
why the library can’t be 
fi xed up. He has his own 
property company with 

rental properties from 
New Plymouth to Inner 
Wellington and carried out 
a survey of the building 
around May 6.
“It’s really a storm in a 
teacup,” says Arnold. “The 
building is 50 years old, and 
this has only happened over 
a very short duration. All the 
structural timber is still in 
very good order.”
Rob Haveswood says the 
Council had budgeted 
$100,000 for the library 
but the cost of fi xing all 
the damage to the building 
including the roof, walls, 
windows and cladding was 
more likely to be around 
$160,000. The costs of 
fi xing up the library would 
involve more than just 
repairing the roof and would 
include such things as new 

windows, joinery, spouting 
and interior painting.
Arnold Fitzgerald says the 
main source of the leakage 
was on the north side 
where a “design feature” 
was removed when the 
library had been closed for 
earthquake strengthening.
“That was when the water 
problems occurred,” says 
Arnold.
“Inspection of this section 
revealed it to be the point of 
entry for moisture that has 
subsequently damaged the 
interior,” his survey reads. 
“Between the window lintel 
line to the fl oor, damage was 
evident.”
“Closer scrutiny revealed 
critical design elements have 
been removed to facilitate 
the strengthening process,” 
his survey reads. “It goes 

Library fi t for purpose argues local businessman
beyond speculation to 
suggest this alteration to the 
original design structure has 
had a direct bearing on the 
building’s watertight status.”
He says the design feature 
on the northern side of the 
building was similar to 
the one on the building’s 
southern (Victoria Street) 
side.
He noted “a warm, dry 
atmosphere” on entering the 
building from its southern 
(entrance) side.
“The eave structure or 
veranda if you will, clearly 
shows the protection 
afforded to the joinery and 
glass structure below, which 
can only be described as 
being in original condition,” 
the survey reads.
On Monday he spoke to the 
Opunake and Coastal News 
from the Kaponga Library 

after it had been raining the 
previous day.
“Looking at the problem 
wall, it’s actually dry,” he 
commented.
He says he comes from a 
background of considerable 
experience and mindfulness 
of The Building Research 
Association of New 
Zealand’s guidelines 
pertaining to these matters, 
and is getting builders to 
look over what he has come 
up with. 
He sees the building as the 
right place for a library.
“We don’t want to go into 
the supper room of the hall. 
The Plunket building has 
been suggested but I don’t 
think any of them give the 
real visibility of the present 
site. It’s a nice spot that’s fi t 
for purpose. I don’t want it 
turned into a parking lot.”

Getting that passport photo 
before heading overseas is 
about to get more compli-
cated so CoastalCare are 
looking at getting a passport 
photo machine.
On April 30 facility man-
ager Aretha Macadam was 
at the Taranaki Coastal 
Community Board meeting 
at Oaonui speaking in sup-
port of the Coastal Taranaki 
Health Trust’s application 
for $5000 from the board’s 
discretionary fund to get a 
Station Citizen machine.
“We have it on good au-
thority that they’re going 
to be tightening up passport 
photos,” said Aretha. This 
is something she says that 
is happening around the 
world, hence the need for a 
new specialist machine.
“The standard of photo 
needs to be better,” she says.
Passport photos are cur-
rently taken at the Coastal 
Printers offi ce, which is 
the only place in Opunake 
where passport photos can 

be taken. Otherwise people 
wanting a photo would have 
to travel to New Plymouth, 

Hawera or Stratford to get it 
done.
“We do 150-200 passport 
photos a year and it’s a big 
part of what the print offi ce 
does,” she says.
They also handle photos for 
other purposes including 
gun licences. 
“It’s a headache if people 
want overseas passports,” 
said Aretha.
Board member Monica 
Willson declared an interest 
and did not take part in the 
discussion.

The board decided to defer a 
decision until the next fund-
ing round in July when more 
funding would be available.
The board made a similar 
decision with an application 
from the Pungarehu Com-
munity Society for $7820 
for painting the Pungarehu 
Community Swimming 
Pool.
“The pool is running fairly 
well and this will bring that 
beauty back to the pool a 
bit,” Society president Ni-
gel Cliffe told the board. 
It had been 50 years since 
they were last painted, and 
next year, with it being 75 
years since the pool was fi rst 
opened, they were hoping to 
hold an Open Day. 
The pool had opened follow-
ing concerns in the 1940s 
about the number of peo-
ple drowning with a lack of 
swimming knowledge.”
This year there had been a 
record 82 key sales.
“We love the aspect of this 
being a community pool,” 
said Nigel. 
The work was being planned 
for the end of November to 
the start of December

Deferred until next funding round

Aretha Macadam with a brochure promoting the Station 
Citizen passport photo machine which CoastalCare have 
their eyes on.

The Pungarehu Community Pool looking forward to an-
other summer and marking 75 years next year.
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BARBARA KURIGER MP  
TARANAKI-KING COUNTRY

Barbara Kuriger MP for Taranaki-King Country

David MacLeod MP for New Plymouth

Carl Bates MP for Whanganui

barbara.kurigermp@parliament.govt.nz
barbarakuriger.national.org.nz/

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/davidmacleod

Whanganui  ∙  South Taranaki  ∙  Stratford 
carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz  ∙  www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Funded by the Parliamentary Serice. Authorised by Barbara Kuriger, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

MP for Taranaki-King Country

  www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Your Taranaki MPs are here to help you.

  Rust Repairs 
  WoF Rust Repairs
  Exhausts
  Panel & Metal Fabrication  
  Full Restorations

customs  classics  lowriders

talk to elmo today
027 262 7845    elmosgarage@hotmail.com

DOMINATOR GARAGE DOORS TARANAKI

When it comes to protecting your assets and family, 
you can’t buy better than a Dominator garage door.

 
 Sharemilkers Consultants’ 

Contract Milkers Experience 
Survey makes for disturbing 
reading. The survey, which 
took place in December 2024, 
analysed the responses of 276 
individuals working in the 
milking sector, 201 of whom 
are current contract milkers, 
equating to 12.8% of the New 
Zealand total. 

W h a t  t h o s e  c o n t r a c t 
milkers told the survey is 
deeply concerning; 43% of 
respondents report abusive 
behaviour from a farm owner, 
72.7% reported having had a 

Contract milkers deserve better protection

Several contract milkers doing their best for the rural economy.

contract milking experience 
that caused a mental and/or 
fi nancial setback, including 

withheld payments, 82.5% 
of respondents reported 
this impacted their family 
situation or relationships, and 
38.4% said they stayed in this 
situation because they were 
worried about where they 
would live if they left. 

Why is this? Is this some 
hidden issue? Some deep 
malaise that the industry is 

too frightened to talk about? 
Is it that respondents are 
often in remote situations 
and feel alone, isolated and 
vulnerable? If so, this survey 
has done the milking industry 
a great service in bringing this 
issue to light and should be 
applauded for that. 

But I want to know more. 
I’ll be working with the 

lead author of the survey, 
Louise Gibson, to try to get 
to the core of the issue. Once 
there, I’ll see what scope 
the Government, through 
Law, has to improve the 
legal protection of contract 
milkers. They deserve it—
just about every employee 
sector has substantial legal 
protect ion and welfare 

agencies looking after their 
interests—contract milkers 
should have the same. 

In the interim, what can we 
do? Well, Farm Advisors—
and most farms have access to 
them—may be one source of 
help. Another is an approach 
to the Rural Support Trust 
(0800 787 254), which is set 
up explicitly to look after 
those working in the retail 
sector. Sadly, the survey 
indicated that less than a 
quarter of respondents had 
used this service. It’s there, 
please use it. 

I encourage each of you to 
collaborate with the relevant 
authorities to pave the way 
for substantial  reform. 
Together, let’s ensure that no 
contract milker feels isolated 
or vulnerable again. The time 
for change is now. 

If you are affected by this 
issue and would like to read 
the survey in full, feel free to 
contact my offi ce, Kuriger.
Inglewood@Parliament.
govt.nz, and I’ll send you a 
reply.

Barbara Kuriger, MP for 
Taranaki-King Country

Without any warning 
o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  t h e 
Government has forced 
through a law change 
that will stop thousands 
of women from getting 
the pay they deserve. It’s 
a cynical move, rushed 
through Parliament because 

Luxon is taking money out of women’s pockets 
just to make his Budget add up

GLEN BENNETT LIST MP

National can’t make their 
n u m b e r s  w o r k .  T h e i r 
priorities couldn’t be clearer: 
they’re handing out tax 
breaks to tobacco companies 
and making women pay the 
price.

For generations, hundreds 
o f  t housands  o f  New 
Zealand women have fought 
tirelessly for equal pay for 
work of equal value. That 
men are paid more for doing 
work of equal value is well 
documented. Right now, 
women earn around 92 
cents for every dollar a man 
earns. The gap gets even 
wider in female-dominated 
professions, where work 
ha s  been  h i s t o r i c a l l y 
undervalued.    

But we were making 
progress - real progress. 
For nurses who care for 
us, teachers who shape our 
children’s futures, midwives 
who bring life into our 
communities and support 
workers who uphold dignity 
for those in need. These 
women form the backbone 
of our society.
 Instead of building on 
the work of successive 
governments and closing 
the gender pay gap, National 
has turned its back on 
them. Our nurses, teachers, 
care and support workers 
deserve better.

I know many of you from 
Ōpunake to New Plymouth, 
right up to Mōkau, share 

my outrage at National’s 
decision to take money 
out of women’s pockets. 
Make no mistake: this 
Government is choosing 
to underpay and undermine 
women›s pay into the future.
 Equal work deserves equal 
pay. It’s time Christopher 
Luxon and National MPs 
explained why they believe 
women should be paid less 
than men.
 Labour stands proudly for 
pay equity. We’re standing 
up now, so our daughters 
and future generations, 
won’t have to.

Glen Bennett MP
Chief Whip



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, May 22, 2025 NEWS      9

(06) 759 9943
Ton: 0274 938 146

WWW.DEKENMOTORS.CO.NZ

2024 Toyota Corolla CROSS Z
 1.8 Auto, Sunroof, Brand new, Leather

2017/18/19 Toyota C-HR G SPEC 
3 to choose, Leather, Top Spec, Red or Charcoal

2023 Toyota Prius G SPEC
Immaculate, 14kms, Leather,Sunroof, 2L

2023 Suzuki Carry 4WD
5 Spd Manual, As New, Great for the farm,!

2020 Land Rover Defender D240 SE 
NZ New, 1 owner, winch, leather, Sun Roof, 59kms  

Now 
$37,990

Now
$45,990

From
$26,990

Now
$85,990

2018 Land Rover Discovery HSE
3.0, DSL/T,  Sun Roof, Leather, Very nice, 62kms,

Now
$66,990

2020 Hyundai Santa Fe LTD
2.5, Sun Roof, Leather, Great condition, Tow Bar

2018/20 Nissan Leaf
3 to choose, Red/Black/White, 

From
$18, 990

From
$38,990

2007/11/17 Toyota Hiace
3L, T/DSL, NZ New, Manual/Auto, 5 to choose 

Now
$37,990

From 
$18,990

2011/12 Mitsubishi Delica 
4WD, 7 seater & 8 seater, Pearl or Black

Now from 
$17,990

Mercedes-Benz ML 63, V8, AMG
5.5, Turbo, Beautiful Condition, 79kms 

2022/23 Toyota Yaris Cross
8000kms, 29kms,  Hi Spec, Leather, Black/Pearl

Now From 
$34,990

2023/24 Suzuki Jimny, Sierra, 4WD
2 to choose, 1 brand new, one auto, one 5 spd

From
$33,990

2022 Ford Ranger RAPTOR
1 Owner, 40kms, 3.0, Petrol, Auto

 Now
$75,990

2013/16/18 Subaru XV
2.0, 4 to choose

From
$12,990

2019 Audi Q8 S LINE
3.0, Full spec, New model, Brilliant car, 71kms

Now
$67,990

Now
$45,990 $19,990

HYBRID
low kms

Only 
400 km

2021 Toyota RAV4 G SPEC
2.5, Auto, 33kms

2017/18 Jeep Wrangler 
 White or Black, Limited & Sahara, 5okms & 60kms

4 to 
choose

Electric Low kms
7 Seater

3 to 
choose

2020 Tesla Model 3 Long Range AWD
Sunroof, Leather, Immaculate, 48kms

HYBRID

Brand 
new

From 
$43,990

Now 
$43,990

From
$35,990

LOW KMs

HYBRID
All low 

kms

Great 
condition

Now from 
$17,990

4 to 
choose

HYBRID

Now From
$34,990

3 to 
choose

Now

HYBRID
low kms

Great 
Buying

Now 

HYBRID

2015/17 BMW X5
3L, 40D/50D, T/DSL, Sunroof, 7 Seats 

Now 

Now
$85,990

Great 
condition

Now
$66,990

Now
$37,990

Low kms
7 Seater

From
$33,990

Brand 
new

Now
$67,990

7 SEATER

From 
$43,990

Great 
Buying

From
$12,990

LOW KMs

From
$26,990

HYBRID
All low 

kms

 Now
$75,990

$19,990

Only 
400 km400 km

Full Spec

3 to choose
 - All low 

kms

Now

HYBRID

From

Electric

From
$38,990

Full Spec

From 
$18,990

Luxon is taking money out of women’s pockets 
just to make his Budget add up

On Saturday, May 10, 2025 
at Te Popo Gardens, Mid-
hirst, 38 men attended a 
very social and memorable 
breakfast meeting to encour-
age us in our faith and simply 
have a good time together. 
The breakfast was arranged 
by our FGBMF coordina-
tor Barry Kowalewski and 
Les and Amanda who were 
our hosts and owners of the 
34-acre year round garden 
paradise and woodland re-
treat. Vaughan Morresey a 
“well-known” and colour-
ful Stratford “boy” was our 
riveting guest speaker. He 
spoke his faith into our hearts 
and lives.

But, fi rst, it was an exciting 
time to meet other men who 
have a living faith and other 
interests and hobbies. Most 
studies worldwide indicate 
that men tend to be more 
socially isolated, have fewer 

Full Gospel Business Men’s breakfast

close friends and smaller and 
fewer social networks than 
women. Our farming com-

The Full Gospel Business Men’s Breakfast in full swing with good Christian cheer.

Access to urgent and 
after-hours healthcare 
is being strengthened 
across rural and coastal 
communities including 
Ōpunake, as part of Budget 
2025, New Plymouth MP 
David MacLeod says.

“For people in places 
like Ōpunake, accessing 
healthcare can be tough – 

Expanded urgent care services for Opunake under Budget 2025
especially after hours or on 
weekends. That’s why this 
investment is so important.

“Budget 2025 invests 
$164 million over four 
years to improve urgent 
and after-hours services 
across the country. As part 
of this, Ōpunake has been 
identifi ed as one of more 
than 70 rural and remote 

communities set to benefi t 
from improved access to 
care.

“These services include 
24/7 on-call, in-person 
clinical support, better 
access to tests and checks, 
and more locally available 
urgent medicines – so 
people can get the right care 
closer to home.

“This is about reducing 
the pressure on stretched 
emergency departments 
and giving local health 
teams the tools they need 
to keep caring for their 
communities.

“The rollout will take 
place over the next two 
years, with new services 
introduced in partnership 

with local providers and 
tailored to community 
needs.

“This National-led 
Government is investing 
more in health than ever 
before – with a record 
$16.68 billion across three 
Budgets. For towns like 
Ōpunake, that means better 
services, shorter travel 

times, and stronger local 
care.

“This is a major step 
toward a healthcare system 
that works for everyone, 
ensuring all New Zealanders 
– including those in the New 
Plymouth electorate – have 
access to timely, quality 
urgent care, no matter where 
they live.”

munity was well represented, 
and, farmers in rural New 
Zealand sadly have a higher 

rate of suicide than in urban 
areas. So, Vaughan gave us 
a very encouraging tractor-

plowing story I’m sure we’ll 
all remember.

Vaughan courageously 
shared some painful memo-
ries of his well-known violent 
Stratford family background 
and wounding as a child. 
Long-term and violent male 
parenting and rejection led to 
a life of drug addiction, guns 
and crime until his mid-thir-
ties, along with his brother. 
Only through the grace of 
God and a few other “weird 
and annoying Jesus people” 
did he come to freedom from 
the bondage of his past. His 
heart-breaking stories were 
meant to contrast to the fi nal 
deliverance encounters the 
Lord had in his life.

 His freedom in Jesus Christ 
didn’t come through religion 
or a church pastor. Vaughan 
emphasized that His relation-
ship with Jesus was a direct 
one-on-one personal encoun-

ter that finally freed him 
from an inescapable life of 
addiction, violence and most 
likely his own death. He 
didn’t have any  knowledge 
of the Bible at the time: only 
His encounter with Jesus. 
Now Vaughan’s ministry 
is to share his miraculous 
testimony and God’s sav-
ing love.

Vaughan is married to a 
wonderful and beautiful 
wife and has raised three 
children as a responsible 
father; he never imagined 
this would be possible in his 
former life. His brother also 
miraculously encountered 
Jesus shortly after Vaughan 
did. He ended saying, “Love 
God, love people, love his 
Word.” He left us as happy 
chappies and encouraged us 
to “hang out” with Jesus as 
he does.

Bob Francesco 
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Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

with whatever you need.
and all living aids - we’ll help you

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA

Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD

YOUR KITCHEN SPECIALISTS!

Allen Juffermans
Surveyor 
Juffermans Surveyors Ltd

Prospero Place
STRATFORD
06 765 4122

South Taranaki offices are at:

Te W’anake The Foundry, 
High Street,  HAWERA
06 278 4135

32 Ridgeway Street, WHANGANUI
06 345 0333

www.jsl.nz  |  info@jsl.nz

The lack of a community 
facility continues to be a 
source of frustration in 
Manaia.

In 2016 the Manaia and 
District War Memorial 
Hall was closed after 
failing to meet earthquake 
strengthening standards. In 
2018 a similar fate befell 
the Manaia Sports Complex. 
Since then questions have 
been raised about whether 
either or both should be 
strengthened or something 
entirely new put in their 
place.

A solution appeared to be 
at hand when Te Korowai o 
Ngaruahine said they wanted 
a base in Manaia. The 
suggestion was made as to 
whether they and the South 
Taranaki District Council 
could work together towards 
having a shared facility. 
There were discussions 
about the viability of a 
business case, but on April 
14 the Council voted to 
cease work on the shared 
facility citing diffi culties in 

“Something needs to happen” on Manaia facility

transferring land ownership.
Mayor Phil Nixon says 

Council offi cers have been 
instructed to come up with 
plans for a standalone 
facility as a priority. He 
says he understands the 
frustrations of the people of 
Manaia and concedes the 

process has taken too long. 
Meanwhile the delay 

continues to frustrate locals.
 “The Council is just 

mucking us around,” 
says Manaia Community 
Services Group president 
John Close. “It’s been going 
on for years now. Come on. 
They keep blaming us for not 
making our minds up, but we 
know what we want. A lot of 
money has been wasted on 
research and they’ve done 
nothing. Something needs 
to happen, and it needs to 
happen soon.”

He was asked whether 
the hall or sports complex 
should be given priority.

“I myself would prefer to 
see the sports complex up 
and running and brought up 
to an earthquake standard 
and then work on the town 
hall.

“The building is old but it’s 
not as if it’s falling down. 
They could have had that up 

and running by now. That 
should have happened long 
ago.”

He said the complex needed 
to be open for the kids of 
the town, and that without 
the complex there were no 
facilities for showers after 
sport events.

This was particularly 
important with Manaia due 
to host Taranaki’s defence of 
the Ranfurly Shield against 
Thames Valley on July 19.

The complex had also 
been a popular place to hold 
functions like 21st birthday 
parties.

“My father had a couple of 
parties there,” he said.

Mary Moore had said that 
if the facility issue was 
sorted out she would bake a 
cake.

“We’ve had no information 
at all on when it’s going 
to start, just nothing. It’s 
dispiriting.,” she says.

“Phil Nixon says they want 
to get on to things straight 
away, but what does that 
mean? Are they going to 
tear the hall down? Are 
they going to reinforce to 
meet earthquake standards? 
I guess we are just going to 
have to be surprised.

“I think people are 
untrusting of council.  And 
a little bitter.  A wait of ten 
years and seven years and 
no result to date. We know 
they are working on the hall 
and the sportsplex already-
their words, but we can’t 
have info as to time frames, 
budget, nor amenities. I 
don’t understand why things 
are so secretive with council.  
Lovely people though they 
are.  

“Because we don’t have 
the facilities, we can’t have 
yoga classes, coffee chat 
groups, or whatever.  It 
would be so great to be 
able to host these types of 
events. The community 
needs occasions to come 

Mary Moore. “We’ve had no information at all when
 it’s going to start, just nothing.”

Te Oti Katene,”We want it open.”

out into the community, 
to see their neighbours, 
make new friends.  And the 
community needs occasions 
for people from outside of 
Manaia to come out into our 
community.  

  “I am hoping now that 
Council will catch up on 
caretaking the playground 
at Row Park, and giving 
Manaia some well deserved 
attention. “

Te Oti Katene is also 
missing the use of a 
community facility.

“We want it open so that 
we can do the things with 
our kids like we used to do,” 

he says.  He says the sports 
complex had been used for 
outdoor sports while the hall 
had been used for sports that 
are played inside.

“They kept the community 

together as well,” he said.
On the streets of Manaia, 

Liam Epae says he wasn’t 
surprised it had taken a long 
time to decide what to do. He 
said that Quinton Robinson 
had been “stepping up for 
youth in the community,” 
but with the sports complex 
not being available it wasn’t 
happening “to its full 
potential.”

“As for the hall I’ve never 
been there.”

David Vincent says the 
hall should be up and going 
for the community to be 
able to hold functions there, 
but he can see why there has 

been a delay.
“If it’s an earthquake 

building it takes a while 
to come to a decision as 
you’ve got to put in the 
steel and the concrete.”

On this month in history Jean Batten 
completes a record fl ight from England 
to Australia.

 On 23 May 1934, on 
her third attempt, New 
Zealander Jean Batten 
completed a solo fl ight 
from, England to Australia 
in 14 days 22 hours and 13 
minutes, landing in Darwin. 

She beat Amy Johnson’s 
record by four days. This 
time she made it in her fi ve 
year old Gypsy Moth to 
receive a huge welcome in 
Australia.
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Also SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS

by SCARPAS David Deacon

244 Broadway - STRATFORD
Ph (027) 493 3549

SHOE & BOOT SALE
Winter Shoes are available!  

Hours: We close at 4pm

 

 

38 IHAIA ROAD, OPUNAKE
Email: agrimecauto2022@gmail.com

Opunake’s Biggest Range of Tyres
Come in and see us for a quote. We also stock a big range of 

batteries and automotive accessories.

Phone: 06 761 8999

WE WILL BE CLOSED JUNE 2 FOR 
KING’S BIRTHDAY

Research commissioned 
by IAG New Zealand shows 
that the Government has 
spent at least $19 billion 
on responding to natural 
hazards since 2010, and a 
further $14 billion through 
its public insurance schemes. 

When the $31 billion 
spent by private insurers is 
included, the total cost of 
natural hazards since 2010 
is $64 billion. Adjusted 
for infl ation this equates to 
an average of $5.5 billion 
per year, of which the 
Government’s share is about 
half. 

IAG New Zealand CEO 
Amanda Whiting says: “This 
research highlights again the 
signifi cant fi nancial cost that 
natural hazards have on New 
Zealanders, and the urgent 
need to reduce their impacts. 

“These costs represent a 
drag on our economy and 
work against the growth 

Spending on natural hazards 
heavily skewed to recovery over resiliance

and fi nancial strength 
required to support the needs 
and aspirations of New 
Zealanders.” 

The research also 
shows that 97% of the 

Government’s expenditure 
was on responding to 
and recovering from 
natural disasters, with the 
response to the Canterbury 
earthquakes, Kaikoura 

earthquake and the North 
Island weather events of 
2023 dominating spending. 
Only 3% was spent on risk 
reduction and resilience. 

The total amount spent 
will in fact, be much 
higher. This is because this 
research does not include 
signifi cant spending by local 
government, such as the $8.2 
billion that the Christchurch 
City Council is projected 
to ultimately spend on 
recovery in response to the 
Canterbury and Kaikoura 
earthquakes. It also does 
not include the wider social 
and economic costs which 
Deloitte suggests could 
account for at least 50% 
more cost1

Amanda Whiting adds: “It 
is clear we need to do more 
to reduce natural hazard risk, 
especially when we know 
that there is a strong case 
for doing so. International 

research shows that a dollar 
invested in risk reduction 
can reduce spending on 
response and recovery by 
four dollars.

“Reducing natural hazard 
risk is as much about 
improving the decisions 
we make as the money 
we spend to improve the 
safety and resilience of 
our homes, businesses and 
infrastructure. 

“It is also clear from 
this research that New 
Zealand has an incomplete 
understanding of the costs 
of its natural hazards. 
Fixing this will enable 
better decisions to be 
made on when, where and 
how to reduce risk. This 
is becoming even more 
important as natural hazard 
events increase in frequency 
and severity. 

“We need to prioritise 
improving how the actual 

Amanda Whiting CEO of IAG.

Prime Minister Christopher 
Luxon has announced the 
new Prime Minister’s Chief 
Science Advisor, Dr John 
Roche.

Members of the newly 
established Prime Minister’s 
Science and Technology 
Advisory Council have 
also been revealed, with 
a mandate to advise the 
government on science 
and innovation funding 
priorities, focusing on 
economic benefi ts.

Dr Lucy Stewart, Co-
President, New Zealand 
Association of Scientists, 
comments:

“I congratulate Dr John 
Roche and the new members 

Prime Minister’s new Chief Science Advisor 
and Council revealed

of the Prime Minister’s 
Science and Technology 
Advisory Council. Dr Roche 
is an unexceptionable choice 
for the position of Prime 
Minister’s Chief Science 
Advisor with extensive 
experience in government 
and as part of the existing 
network of Chief Science 
Advisors. The rest of the 
Council are all accomplished 
individuals, and Sir Peter 
Gluckman is of course a 
former Prime Minister’s 
Chief Science Advisor.

“However, taken as a 
group they indicate the 
Government is committed 
to its focus on science and 
research solely as boosters 

for the economy – and not 
only that, but the economy 
as it presently exists. The 
original Terms of Reference 
for the Council included the 
importance of expertise in 
Mātauranga Māori, which 
is mentioned nowhere 
in the biographies of the 
appointees.

“There is a very signifi cant 
focus on the dairy industry, 
with half the committee 
having backgrounds in this 
area. While important to 
the country’s economy it is 
fair to say it does not, nor 
should it, make up half of 
our science and research 
capability and focus.

“I remain extremely 
concerned about the 
Government’s commitment 
to true public good and 
stewardship science, as 
described in the fi rst Science 

costs of natural hazard 
events are recorded 
by central and local 
government, so that we 
know how much we are 
spending, on what and 
where. Alongside this, 
we must quickly move to 
understand the underlying 
trends, regularly model the 
expected fi nancial impact 
of natural hazards, set 
relative benchmarks and 
closely monitor changes in 
risk over time. 

“IAG continues to invest 
signifi cantly in data and 
its application to improve 
decision making and is 
working with government 
and other partners to put 
this capability to use in 
improving how natural 
hazard risk is managed. 
This is a priority for us and 
must be a priority for New 
Zealand.” 

System Advisory Group 
report – or even fundamental 
‘blue sky’ research which 
we know ultimately supports 
all other areas of research.

“It is also very concerning 

that it took nearly a year for 
Dr Roche to be appointed, 
when Professor Dame Juliet 
Gerrard’s fi ve-year term 
was set from the outset. The 
delay speaks to a lack of 

interest by this Government 
in science and it remains to 
be seen how much advice 
they actually choose to 
take.”
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www.transportanddiesel.co.nz Transport-Diesel-Services

  |  28 Glover Road, Hawera  |  P 06 278 5740

For all your Transport, Light Commercial, Civil and Private Vehicle Solu� ons, 
give us a call and see how we can help to keep you moving...

�he weather is ge�  ng colder 
so now�s the � me to get your 
campervans and horse trucks 
serviced, before you put them

in the shed for winter.
Our full service includes:

•Thorough chassis inspec� on
•Steam clean underneath 

to get rid of debris
Ask us about: •Rust removal

•�nderbody sealing to slow rus� ng
•�rake tes� ng and repairs

Local Water Done Well 
(LWDW) is a programme 
of changes introduced by 
the Government in February 
2024 that replaced what was 
previously known as Three 
Waters Reform. LWDW 
recognises the importance 
of local decision-making 
and flexibility to determine 
how water services will 
be delivered in the future. 
STDC have arrived at two 
options for management and 
control of water services in 
the South Taranaki region. 
Stormwater services are not 
included in the proposed 
model as they work closely 
with many other services and 
activities including roading 
and parks. They also directly 
impact land management and 
growth planning, therefore, 
for option ‘A’ it is proposed 
to keep stormwater separate 
from the other services 
-at this stage. The current 
proposal for a joint Taranaki 
water service delivery 
model is for Potable water 
(drinking) and Wastewater 
(sewage) services only. 

The STDC are proposing 
two options for managing 
water going forward over the 
next 30 plus years. 

Option ‘A’. A joint council-
controlled organisation 
that is owned by the South 
Taranaki, Stratford and 
New Plymouth district 
councils collectively that 
will control the management 
of wastewater and potable 
water within the Taranaki 
region. 

Option ‘B’. Retain the 

Grey Power support for status quo
delivery of services of all 
3x waters within STDC 
(also known as an in-house 
business unit, or status quo). 

The proposed preferred 
option of STDC is option 
‘A’, however not all 
councillors agree. 

How option ‘A’ would 
work: Each council would 
be a shareholder in the new 
jointly owned organisation 
titled Joint Taranaki Water 
Services Council Controlled 
Organisation (WSCCO). 
They would create a 
committee to oversee the 
organisation made up of 
representatives from each 
council plus Iwi. It is 
proposed the joint committee 
comprise representatives 
from Iwi: 3, STDC: 3, 
SDC: 2, and NPDC: 4. The 
committee would appoint 
an independent Board of 
Directors. The Board would 
be responsible for ensuring 
the organisation meets the 
expectations and levels of 
service set by the Councils. 
Consumers within the region 
will pay water charges to 
WSCCO at a rate set by 
WSCCO that will ensure all 
costs are covered across the 
region.

STDC have asked for 
community feedback on 
their proposal to form 
a joint venture (option 
‘A’). This proposal 
involves relinquishing all 
management and control 
of Wastewater and Potable 
Water but retaining control 
of Stormwater. There are 
many concerns arising with 

this proposal.
1/  In previous years 

STDC increased rates which 
was justified by upgrading 
the 3-waters in South 
Taranaki and also included 
the Inaha and Waimate 
West water schemes. This 
work was completed, and 
the council has maintained 
a good standard of the 
infrastructure since this 
time. Rate payers in the 
district paid for this upgrade 
along with the ongoing 
maintenance. Proposal ‘A’ 
takes cost control of water, 
and all consumer protection 
away from STDC. 

2/  NPDC have not 
made it a priority to upgrade 
their 3-waters infrastructure 
over the years and have been 
known over recent time to 
have put raw sewage into 
the ocean whereby polluting 
the local beaches. They 
have also regularly flooded 
populated areas with leaking 
water pipes, and the storm 
water system reportedly 
cannot cope with the growth 
of the area.

3/  It is proposed 
that this new entity 
(WSCCO) will have its 
own management team 
and operating premises 
which introduces additional 
salaries and overhead costs 
to the consumer (rate payer) 
to what currently exists. In 
addition, the Board would 
be responsible for ensuring 
a viable operating model 
(whatever the cost), but as 
each council still retains 
ownership of these assets it 

will therefore be accountable 
and exposed to any risk. 
Option ‘A’ is viewed as 
an exercise of adding cost, 
bureaucracy, and risk with 
no added value to South 
Taranaki consumer. So why 
impose another cost on local 
ratepayers by supporting the 
upgrade of assets of other 
councils within Taranaki?

4/  It has been 
suggested that a joint 
venture will give benefits-
of-scale by allowing more 
purchasing power for capital 
expenditure items such as 
pipes etc. This may prove 
to be correct -but is not 
guaranteed.

5/  It is assumed 
that 3-waters make up 
approximately ⅓ of assets 
of STDC. Based on this 
assumption, relinquishing 
2-waters would equate to 
approximately ¼ of the 
current asset being removed 
from their control and 
management. To maintain 
an economy-of-scale related 
to Opex budget, STDC must 
also reduce current staff 
numbers by 25%. Retaining 

current staffing levels for 
management and control of 
the single remaining entity 
(Stormwater) is simply 
not economic. The only 
reference STDC makes 
regarding current staffing 
levels for Option ‘A’ is 
“Potential impact on council 
staff and other council 
business units”. Nowhere 
does STDC mention a 
reduction of staff.

6/  The salaries of 
all STDC employees are 
structured on the size of 
the asset and the population 
within that rohe. Removing 
¼ of the operational asset 
base, and a 25% reduction 
in staffing numbers, will 
significantly change the 
category by which their 
salaries are currently 
structured. This would be 
another setback for the 
growth of STDC.

In the bigger scheme of 
things, amalgamation of 
council assets into a joint 
venture with two other 
Taranaki Councils is not 
seen as beneficial for the 
South Taranaki District. It 

takes total control away 
of South Taranaki’s 
Wastewater (sewage) and 
Potable Water (drinking) 
systems, but it does not 
minimise any risk as 
the council still retains 
ownership of these 
subjects. It also does not 
look after the welfare of 
staff within council and 
will create unemployment 
within our rohe. The 
primary focus of STDC 
should be on providing 
for the rate payers within 
the South Taranaki 
district and to not get 
involved with exposures 
or risk outside of this area 
which is outside of STDC 
control. 

Therefore, Option 
‘A’ proposal cannot be 
justified or allowed to 
proceed at this time, and it 
is strongly recommended 
that STDC stays with 
Option ‘B’ (status quo). 

                     Noel Baylis: 
On behalf of Grey 

Power South Taranaki.

Broken Pieces had something 
for everybody.

Young cast members showing off their dancing skills and colourful costumes. Well 
done to Opunake Players and all who participated on both sides of the stage. Your 
musical was memorable.

Our next issue will be published on Thursday 5 June. 
We look forward to your contributions.

Our deadine is Monday 2 June, but even earlier puts a 
smile on our faces.
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesdays 
& Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms 
& businesses; 
Trusts, Wills and Estates.

Mark Utting on Tuesdays 
for buying and selling houses, farms & busi-
nesses; Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing 
matters.

FOR ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS

Personal  •  Rural  •  Commercial

Ph: 06 278 6856 | Mob: 027 555 2080
48 Victoria St. Hawera

office@dunlopinsurance.co.nz

100%
Taranaki

owned & 

operated

On ANZAC weekend 
about 40 riders got on their 
bikes to raise money for the 
Opunake ambulance.

Ulysses Club members 
from around the country 
took part in rides this year 
to raise money for Hato 
Hone St John. In Taranaki 
about 40 riders took part and 
raised $870. Sarah Jarvis 
from Hato Hone St John said 
the money they raised will 
go to Opunake’s ambulance 
operations.

Suzy Pentelow who is vice-
president of the Taranaki 
branch and is on the national 
committee of the Ulysses 
Club said this was the fi rst 

Getting on their bikes for a good cause

Taranaki Area Operations Manager for Hato Hone 
St John Blair Walton receives the donation from the 
Taranaki branch of the Ulysses Club of New Zealand.

The many cheerful members of the Ulysses Club.

The ride which was held 
on April 26 began in New 
Plymouth and went round 
the maunga fi nished in New 
Plymouth with a sausage 

sizzle. Riders donated $20 
to take part, although Suzy 
says some gave more.

Future plans for Taranaki 
Ulysses riders include 

another national ride in 
September for Motorcycle 
Awareness Month and 
a ride in November for 
Women’s Refuge.

time in 20 years the Taranaki 
branch had done a charity 

ride. She hopes to make it an 
annual event.

The amendment to 
the Wildlife Act which 
allows Director-General 
of Conservation to grant 
companies permission to kill 
kiwi and other native wildlife 
if they get in the way of 
projects like roads, mines or 
dams has been passed under 
urgency.

Greenpeace says it’s the 
latest escalation in the 
Luxon Government’s war 
on nature and is calling for 
the immediate repeal of 
the amendment and for the 
Government to strengthen, 
not weaken, protections for 
the country’s endangered 
wildlife.

“This will go down in 
history as the moment the 
New Zealand Government 
decided that roads and coal 

Greenpeace slams Wildlife Act amendment
mines needed protection 
from skinks and kiwi, 
instead of the other way 
around,” says Greenpeace 
spokesperson Gen Toop.

“We’re talking about our 
national icon - the kiwi - 
being put on the chopping 
block so a company can 
build a road faster. That is 
not who we are as a country.”

“We are a country revered 
internationally for bringing 
species like the kākāpō back 
from the brink of extinction. 
But we’re about to go from 
revered to reviled for making 
a law explicitly allowing big 
business to kill endangered 
wildlife for profi t,” says 
Toop.

All three stages of the Bill 
were heard under urgency 
with Greenpeace likening 

the move to Trumpian style 
politics.

“Legalising killing 
kiwi is Trumpian style 
environmental vandalism. 
The Luxon Government 
clearly knows how deeply 
unpopular this is. It’s why 
they have rushed it through 
parliament under urgency 
with no chance for public 
input or scrutiny,” says 
Toop.

According to the latest 
Environment Aotearoa 
report, nearly 80% of the 
country’s native birds are 
threatened with extinction 
or at risk of becoming 
threatened, along with 94% 
of indigenous reptiles. 
There’s only one native 
frog left out of 14 that is not 
threatened with extinction.

“Luxon’s Government just 
signed a death warrant for 
native wildlife already on 
the brink of extinction. And 
once they’re gone, they’re 
gone for good,” says Toop.

“This Government have 
been waging a war on nature 
since day one. They’ve 
steamrolled environmental 
protections with the fast-
track approvals act, they’re 
trying to reverse the oil 
and gas ban, they plan to 
dismantle the RMA, and 
now they have literally 
legalised killing kiwi.”

The law change comes 
after a landmark High 
Court decision in the case 
of the Environmental Law 
Initiative v The Director-
General of the Department 
of Conservation (DOC) 

and others. The case 
challenged DOC’s decision 
to grant Waka Kotahi 
permission to kill wildlife 
during construction of the 
Mt Messenger Bypass in 
Taranaki.

The Judge ruled that 
the permit was unlawful, 
upending years of DOC’s 
practice of granting permits 
which authorised the 
killing of wildlife under the 
Wildlife Act.

Democratic countries tend 
to be rated as ‘greener’ 
or more environmentally 
friendly, compared to other 
countries, but this may be 
because they’re shifting the 
burden of their own pollution 
overseas, according to 
Swiss and UK scientists. 
The team analysed 161 

It is easy being green if you 
shift your pollution overseas

countries between 1990 
and 2015, looking at links 
between democracy and 
‘offshoring’ pollution. 
They found democratic 
countries tended to offshore 
environmentally-damaging 
products and processes more 
than other countries, which 
reduces local greenhouse 

gas emissions. Emissions 
for more democratic nations 
were over one metric ton per 
capita lower when increasing 
pollution offshoring, 
compared to less democratic 
nations. The fi ndings suggest 
democracies cannot consider 
themselves to occupy the 
moral high ground over 

autocracies when it comes to 
being green, the authors say, 
and these countries should 
develop environmental 
polices that focus on their 
global, rather than local, 
environmental impact.  

                  PLOS Climate
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Dine-in 
plus Takeaways

OPENING HOURS:
7 DAYS, MONDAY 1/2 DAY 

8AM - 2.30PM

4.30PM - 9PM

06 751 9254
1151 SOUTH ROAD, OAKURA

OPENING 
THIS FRIDAY - 

MAY 23

Call us on 06 761 7016 
TO SEE HOW THE 

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS 

CAN HELP YOUR ADVERTISING REACH 
YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE

FOR ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS

Oakura is set to welcome 
a fl avourful new addition 
to its dining scene with 
the opening of The Curry 
Caffe on May 23, located in 
the building that formerly 
housed Italian restaurant 
Toret. The new café and 
restaurant is run by father 
and son duo Elam and Ash 
Ramola, offering a unique 
fusion of traditional Indian 
cuisine alongside classic 
New Zealand and European 
dishes.

Elam brings over 35 years 
of culinary experience to the 
venture. Most recently, the 
pair ran the Eden Café and 
Restaurant in Bell Block, 
where Ash managed front-
of-house operations. Before 
that, Elam spent eight years 
as the chef at Shamiana in 
New Plymouth’s Centre 
City food court. Originally 
from India, Elam has lived 
and worked in New Zealand 
for the past 23 years, honing 
his skills in kitchens around 
the country.

Starting their own business 
is a new and exciting chapter 
for the Ramolas. “We’re 
really looking forward to 
this challenge,” says Ash. 
The Curry Caffe’s extensive 
menu, displayed in the 
window prior to opening, 

New cafe and restaurant opens in Oakura

has already drawn interest 
from curious passersby. 
In addition to a variety of 

Indian curries—including 
customer favorites and 
custom dishes on request—

the menu features Kiwi 
staples like fi sh and chips, 
steak, and pasta.

Among the highlights are 
traditional Indian sweets 
such as gulab jamun, and 
tempting desserts like their 

Rocky Road—strawberry 
and chocolate ice cream with 
berry compote, chocolate 
fudge sauce, cream, nuts, 
and wafers.

The café also offers cabinet 
food, a full range of coffees 

(with dairy, soy, and 
almond milk options), teas, 
smoothies, milkshakes, and 
cold drinks. The Go Green 
Booster smoothie is billed 
as a revitalizing treat.

The Curry Caffe can seat 
about 40 guests, including 
a main dining area, a rear 
section with seating for 12, 
and a larger group table 
that accommodates ten. 
While the premises remain 
largely unchanged, the 
atmosphere is welcoming 
and friendly—something 
the sociable Ramolas are 
known for.

Ash, a keen football 
player with an interest in 
surfi ng, says community 
connection is key. “We 
want to welcome everyone 
so we can move forward 
together,” he says. His 
father Elam, a dedicated 
and detail-focused chef, 
also enjoys gardening in 
his downtime.

The Curry Caffe will be 
open daily from 8:00 am 
to 2:30 pm and again from 
4:30 pm to around 9:00 
pm. They are currently 
hiring 2–3 staff members, 
including baristas and 
front-of-house roles.

Whether you’re craving a 
butter chicken or a classic 
steak, The Curry Caffe 
aims to offer something for 
every palate—right in the 
heart of Oakura.

Democratic countries tend 
to be rated as ‘greener’ 
or more environmentally 
friendly, compared to 
other countries, but this 
may be because they’re 
shifting the burden of their 
own pollution overseas, 
according to Swiss and UK 
scientists. The team analysed 
161 countries between 
1990 and 2015, looking at 
links between democracy 

It is easy being green if you shift your pollution abroad
and ‘offshoring’ pollution. 
They found democratic 
countries tended to offshore 
environmentally-damaging 
products and processes more 
than other countries, which 
reduces local greenhouse 
gas emissions. Emissions 
for more democratic nations 
were over one metric ton per 
capita lower when increasing 
pollution offshoring, 
compared to less democratic 

nations. The fi ndings suggest 
democracies cannot consider 
themselves to occupy the 
moral high ground over 
autocracies when it comes to 
being green, the authors say, 
and these countries should 
develop environmental 
polices that focus on their 
global, rather than local, 
environmental impact.  

Elam (left) and Ash outside their new business in Oakura.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, May 22, 2025 NEWS      15
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ROOFIN

G TARANAKI06-759-4976
www.roofingtaranaki.co.nz

CONTACT US

ROOFING TARANAKI

Your complete solution
for roofing services

in Taranaki.

T: 06 7510607

T: 06 751 0607
E: sales@sls.kiwi.nz

59 Breakwater Rd, NP
PO Box 3309, Fitzroy, 4341

www.sls.kiwi.nz

The Ōpunake Playcentre 
proudly celebrated its 60th 
anniversary on Sunday 
May 17 with a heartfelt 
afternoon gathering that 
brought together old and new 
members of the community. 
The celebration was a 
wonderful blend of nostalgia, 

connection, and joy, as 
attendees shared cherished 
memories and refl ected 
on the rich history of this 
beloved institution.

Guests gathered at the 
Playcentre, where attendees 
reminisced about their 
experiences, from playtime 

antics to lifelong friendships, 
creating a tapestry of 
memories that highlighted 
the importance of the 
Playcentre in their lives.

A signifi cant moment 
of the celebration was 
the unveiling of a Life 
Members plaque, honouring 

those who have dedicated 
their time and effort to 
building and nurturing the 
Playcentre. This gesture 
served as a reminder of 
the contributions that have 
shaped the Playcentre into 
the welcoming community 
hub it is today.

Opunake Playcentre celebrates 60 years
The event witnessed a 

great turnout, with attendees 
of all ages coming together 
to celebrate. Past members 
noted the changes to the 
centre while delighting in the 
nostalgia of what has stayed 
the same. Life member 
Nora Hunn spoke and 
remembered some of  the 
founding members “Anne 
and Leo Hickey, Margaret 
and Bob Ockhuysen, Edward 
Baylis and family, and Sally 
Karena to name a few who 
had the insight to start this 

The Opunake Playcentre has just completed its fi rst 60 years.

great asset in Opunake”.
As the day came to a 

close, the overall sentiment 
was one of gratitude and 
pride. Ōpunake Playcentre 
stands as a beacon of 
community support and 
growth, continuing to inspire 
generations of families. 
Here’s to another 60 years 
of laughter, learning, and 
cherished memories at our 
beloved Playcentre.

Opunake Playcentre
Treating wastewater with 

alkaline minerals could soak 
up over 18 million tonnes of 
carbon dioxide a year, new 
research suggests. Oceans 
are absorbing increasing 
amounts of CO2 from 

the atmosphere, which is 
making them more acidic. 
In theory, increasing 
the alkalinity of treated 
wastewater that’s discharged 
into the sea would expand 
the ocean’s capacity to store 

Treating wastewater to store ocean carbon
CO�. Chinese researchers 
used lab experiments to test 
how effective this could be. 
The proof-of-concept results 
show that, if scalable, the 
approach could help reduce 
ocean carbon oversaturation, 

especially in the Northern 
Hemisphere where the most 
wastewater treatment plants 
are located.  

 Science Advances

Chimpanzees drum 
on large tree roots to 
communicate with one 
another, and international 
researchers have discovered 
their drumming shares some 
characteristics with human 
music. The researchers 

studied recordings of 371 
drumming bouts across 
11 African chimpanzee 
communities, and they say 
the chimpanzees drummed 
with rhythm using non-
random timings. They say 
the drumming styles also 

varied between communities 
with western chimpanzees 
drumming faster with evenly 
spaced hits. The researchers 
say music is a fundamental 
part of what it is to be human, 
and to see similar musicality 
in chimpanzees could tell us 

more about how and when 
we developed music.

Current Biology

Chimpanzee drummers have rhythm 
and even region-based patterns
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Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies & 
Custom Joinery Solutions

Donald & Ian Murray

06 764 8616 027 242 8379
027 348 9445

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com

www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

NEW PLYMOUTH

p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM

p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

The Garden Centre is alongside Cecelia’s Antique and 
Collectable shop at 89 Tasman Street Opunake.
OPEN WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY :  10 AM – 3.30PM

GREAT PARKING,  NO PARKING METERS

Cecelia’s on Tasman Garden centre specializes 
in seedlings and vegetables. We have  a range of 
garden tools at amazing prices - Hoes, spades, 

shovels, crowbars, hedge trimmers, lawn 
mowers, weed eaters, etc. 

Pots, garden ornaments, water fountains, 
decorations for the garden.

A/C Mairoa Dairy
Tuesday 27  May 2025 11:30am th

Stratford Saleyards

Comprising :
 150 x Fresian x /Xbd /Jersey and

/Ayrshire cows calving from 1/8/25. 
Dated calving mixed age VIC cows.

Catalogue available.  Farm policy blanket
drycowed 21st April with Cloxam DC 500.

C10
A great chance to purchase genuine in

calf cows late in the dairy season .
PT and Lepto done by Ultra Scan 1  May.st

High altitude cows that will shift
extremely well

Luncheon provided

Sale will streamed via Mylivestock
Contact Simon Payne 027 2414585

simon.payne@nzfll.co.nz
John Preece 027 702 9988
Bryan Goodin 027 531 8511

Short Notice Dairy Auction

Tuesday 27  May 2025 11:30amth

The May meeting of the 
Manaia Women’s Institute 
was held in Shirley Barr’s 
home on Tuesday 6 May.

President Phyllis Malcolm 
welcomed 14 members to the 
meeting and a new member 
Lucy French  

Ann Chisnall had laid a 
wreath at the Manaia Anzac 
parade. Two members had 
attended the Federation 
Ballantynes fashion parade. 

Kaponga WI members 
enjoyed a visit and meeting 
to Ricky’s Place in Kaponga. 
A fascinating collection of 
bottles of all shapes and 
sizes but we also watched 
the trout being fed down at 
the river, and viewed the 
mini golf, guinea pigs etc.

President Dene welcomed 
us to the meeting which was 
hosted by Gillian Frandsen 
and Sharyn Hurley. A 
moments silence was had in 
recognition of the passing 
of our member and dear 
friend Fiona Collins. Fiona 
is dearly missed by so many, 
and WI was very dear to her 
for over 60 years, and she 
had only just stood down as 
secretary. Members attended 
Fiona’s farewell and formed 
a guard of honour outside 
the church. RIP Fiona. We 
will miss you every day.

The thought for the month 
was ‘ Age tiptoes in on little 
crows’ feet’

Roll call was ‘Where did 
you fi rst start school.’  With 
no two members going to the 
same school.

Kaponga WI
The raffl e was won by 

Rayleen McDonald.
Remits were dealt with and 

our delegate to reference Jo 
Ellis will vote accordingly in 
Hamilton.

Recently members donated 
children’s pyjamas and 
beanies and then four 
members delivered them to 
the Wise Charitable Trust 
in Waitara. Twenty-three 
pairs of pyjamas and seven 
beanies were donated. The 
trust contribute to Taranaki 
family wellbeing in several 
different ways. In the last 
three winters they have 
delivered 6600 pairs of 
pyjamas, 600 blankets and 
hung curtains in many 
homes. Since inception in 
the early 2000s they have 
insulated 16000 homes all 
at no cost. They get referrals 
for families needing help 
from various agencies. 
They run a recycling facility 
where they receive and 
repair goods for donation. 
An eye-opening visit and 
insight into the ongoing need 

in our community and the 
number of people who care 
enough to make a difference.

WI members donate children’s pyjamas and beanies to the Wise Charitable Trust in Waitara.

Competition results. Old 
Brooch. 1. Dorothy Hughes. 
2. Sharyn Hurley. 3. Rayleen 

McDonald. Old newspaper/ 
magazine. 1. Sharyn Hurley. 
2.  Joy Eliason. 3. Dorothy 

Hughes. Three cheesecakes. 
1. Dene Lines and Diane 
West.

Manaia WI
Shirley Barr is going to 
the national conference in 
Hamilton. 

As our speaker was unable 
to come to the meeting 
we had a social time when 
members caught up with 
each other. We enjoyed a 
nice lunch of soup and rolls. 
Our next meeting is on 3 
June when we celebrate our 
71st birthday. 

Competition results. Shrub. 

1. Jennie McNaught. 2. Phyllis 
Malcolm. 3. Ann Chisnall and 
Shirley Barr. 

Bloom. 1. Shirley Barr. 2. 
Maxine Haybrittle. 3. Ann 

Chisnall. Home craft peanut 
brownies. 1. Jean Harvie. 
2. Ann Chisnall. 3. June 
Wallace. Knitted beanie. 1. 
Jean Harvie.2. Ann Chisnall.  

  

ANZAC Day service at Manaia.

Don’t be shy!
DID YOU RECENTLY

Graduate?

to: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nzto: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

photo and details

We would love to share your special
day with our readers!  Send in your
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Te Puna Umanga 
Venture Taranaki, the 
regional development 
agency say they are proud 
to announce the launch 
of the STEM Outreach 
Experiences platform, part 
of the Taranaki Applied 
Innovation Centre.

Science, technology, 
engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) 
education in the region, 
and New Zealand, is facing 
challenges relating to 
quality, reach, and student 
interest in STEM subjects. 
Supported by the TOI 
Foundation, New Plymouth 
District Council, and 
Taranaki Regional Council, 
the user-friendly website 
provides a central point 
for Taranaki educators to 
access engaging learning 
opportunities to enhance 
their lesson plans.

“A prosperous future 
for Taranaki starts in our 
schools, where tomorrow’s 
innovators are beginning 
their journey into STEM 
careers. We know that the 
best learning happens when 
students can connect it to 
the world around them to 
see how it affects their lives 
now and in the future,” said 
Thom Adams, Innovation 
Lead at Te Puna Umanga 
Venture Taranaki.

STEM Outreach 
Experiences supports a 
locally relevant curriculum 
that taps into the wealth of 

Government squeeze on funding will 
see another 68 roles go at DOC

The Government’s 
squeeze on funding public 
services will see a hollowing 
out of the Department of 
Conservation’s Regional 
Operations teams around 
the country.

DOC is proposing to use 
natural attrition to cut 68 
team leader level roles 
over the next few years, 
about fi ve per cent of the 
1350-strong Regional 
Operations workforce.

Of the 68 roles, 29 are 
already vacant and 39 staff 
in other roles will not be 
replaced when they leave.

DOC worked with 
the PSA to manage the 
proposed change to ensure 
every current staff member 

could continue to have a 
job.

Public Service Association 
Te Pūkenga Here Tikanga 
Mahi National Secretary 
Fleur Fitzsimons said 
the proposal will see a 
hollowing out of DOC’s 
regional conservation 
capability over time.

“The proposals would see 
DOC lose valuable skills 
and knowledge across the 
country.

“The changes are being 
forced on DOC to do more 
within the Government’s 
overly tight funding for 
conservation. We should 
be investing more, not 
less, in conservation in 
regional New Zealand. The 

Venture Taranaki launches new platform 
to connect students and teachers

working with our kids has 
been a game changer,” 
said Kim Gillanders, CEO 
and Lead Educator at The 
Head Offi ce, a charitable 
organisation advocating 
for the diverse and 
complex learning needs of 
neurodiverse children.

“We get a chance to see a 
specialist in action, which 
helps our students get a new 
perspective on the world. 
You hear a certain tone in a 
young person’s voice, and 
see a sparkle in their eye, 
and you think, ‘wow, there 
it is, they’re fully engaged in 
learning’”.

Alongside this service 
comes support for Taranaki 
businesses wanting to get 
involved in school outreach 
to develop exciting lessons 
alongside our experienced 
educators. 

“Whether it’s growing 
fl owers or launching rockets, 
these experiences can be 
what starts a student on 
a life-long passion,” says 
Adams.

.

industries and experts that 
the region already has to 
offer.

“The opportunity to engage 
with enthusiastic experts 
who want to share their 
knowledge is sometimes 
all it takes to encourage a 
student to consider a career 
path in STEM,” adds Adams.

“We’re confi dent that 
everyone in Taranaki has 

something to contribute to 
the growth of our rangatahi, 
all they need to do is get 
involved”.

Teachers can use the online 
platform to fi nd organisations 
offering STEM outreach for 
their next lesson, or contact 
the Taranaki Applied 
Innovation Centre for 
curriculum support.

 “For us, having an expert 

Students from Rahotu Primary School explore nature with portable microscopes as part of the local Participatory 
Science Platform. 

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016

Government has chosen to 
fund tax breaks for landlords 
over properly funding vital 
conservation work.

“The Government talks 
a big game about growing 
the economy yet wants to 
shackle DOC, which plays 
such an important role in 
boosting tourism, our second 
biggest export earner.

“The PSA is concerned 
that the reduction in the 
number of roles over time 
may see the remaining staff 
carrying a higher workload,” 
Fitzsimons said.

The proposal said the 
approach would save $5 
million from DOC’s regional 
operations budget of $170 
million.

Don’t be shy!
DID YOU RECENTLY

Graduate?

to: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nzto: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

photo and details

We would love to share your special
day with our readers!  Send in your
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www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 

Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up 2025

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164

Drapes    Blinds    Shutters    Imported  Wallpapers

dot@stylemyspace.co.nz
76 Rata Street   Inglewood   Taranaki

Dorothy Collett
Decorator Consultant

0276 303 224

Consulting Taranaki Wide : Supply and Installation

Style My SpaceStyle My SpaceStyle My Space

Drapes    Blinds    Shutters    Imported  Wallpapers

Consulting Taranaki Wide : Supply and Installation
dot@stylemyspace.co.nz

76 Rata Street   Inglewood   Taranaki

TO ENSURE WARMTH IN YOUR HOME MY OFFER IS:

FREE THERMAL LINING 
FOR YOUR NEW DRAPES ON ALL ORDERS CONFIRMED BY 30th JUNE

TO ENSURE WARMTH IN YOUR HOME MY OFFER IS:

FREE THERMAL LINING 
FOR YOUR NEW DRAPES ON ALL ORDERS CONFIRMED BY 30th JUNE

TO ENSURE WARMTH IN YOUR HOME MY OFFER IS:

FREE THERMAL LINING 
FOR YOUR NEW DRAPES ON ALL ORDERS CONFIRMED BY 30th JUNE

Local Family Business servicing Taranaki Area

Have a window or door that needs  
repair or maintenance?

Our experienced team of window & door  

specialists can help

Call free anytime 0800 25 25 00
www.exceed.co.nz

Gibson Plumbing has been 
operating in Opunake and 
outlying areas for 60 + 
years. David’’s Dad (Wyn) 
arrived here in the 1950s and 
operated his business until he 
lured his son David from his 
farming job in Matamata to 
assist him and learn the trade. 

A message from Gibson Plumbers Ltd
That was 45+ years ago.
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  h i s 

apprenticeship, David and 
wife Ann bought the business, 
and today, with the able 
assistance of their son Ben 
are still servicing the coast. 
As winter  nears ,  most 

peoples’ main concerns are 

methods of staying warm 
and dry. Roofs become the 
number one concern, as are 
ways to heat the house -be 
it by solid fuel or gas, all 
of which require checking 
and servicing (e.g.chimneys 
c leaned e tc)  to  ensure 
maximum performance and 

safety.
Due to the many facets of 

the trade, ( i.e. plumbing, 
gasfitting, drainlaying and 
roofing) the plumbers are 
always busy with various 
different tasks each day, along 
with after-hours callouts.

T h a n k s  t o  o u r  l o y a l 
customers, who enable us 
to continue the service we 
provide, we are able to 
continue to keep Opunake 
and surrounds  in  A1 
condition

Ann and Ben Gibson

Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016
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Sized for:
• Cow sheds 
• Pump sheds 
• House standby

0800 10 7006
www.corkillsystems.co.nz

POWER CUTS – CAN YOU AFFORD THE RISK?
INDUSTRIAL GENERATOR
• Direct PTO driven (no gear boxes 

or belts)
• Heavy duty construction (including 

drive shaft)
• Dials facing cab (one person  operator)
• Designed and assembled locally for rugged 

conditions!
• Three sizes to suit all sheds: 37.5KVA, 62.5KVA and 

93.75KVA
• Lower RPM models available

SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS

Ask about our range of

SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS
SILENT DIESEL SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS

Sized for:
• Cow sheds 

• Dials facing cab (one person  operator)
• Designed and assembled locally for rugged 

5KVA, 62.5KVA and 

TRAILER 
OPTIONS 

AVAILABLE

Temperatures are about to 
drop and Sinclair Electrical 
and Refrigeration have 
what you need to meet your 
winter requirements.

At this time of year people 
are looking to keep their 
energy costs down. As well 
as making use of the various 
cost saving appliances in 
store there are other ways 
people can keep their costs 
down says Debbie.

“The home is far easier to 
warm up if it is dry, so we 
recommend a dehumidifi er 
which are amazing for 
pulling the moisture out 
of the air and making 
the house dryer therefore 
easier to heat,” says Debbie 
Cooksley. “Dehumidifi ers 
don’t use a lot of power so 
are effi cient to run.”

She says as well as 
keeping the house warm, 
heat pumps can also have a 
dehumidifying role.

“They have fi lters which 
fi lter and purify the air, 
keeping the air healthier as 
well.”

A common misconception 
is that you should leave a 
heat pump running all the 
time, It’s actually more cost 
effective to only turn them 
on when you need them 
and turn them off if you are 
leaving the room.

Debbie says last month 
they ran a big promotion 
on heat pumps which had 
proved “really popular,” and 
they are currently running 
their Winter Warmers 
promotion with up to 20% 
off Heaters , slow cookers,  
toastie machines, heated 
throws, heated pads and 
electric blankets. 

Winter is also a time to 
satisfy the inner person and 
Debbie recommends slow 
cookers as being well suited 
to meet this role.

“You can turn them on in 
the morning and dinner is 
ready at night when you get 
home,” she says. “They are 
more cost-effective to run 

06 7655336 INFO@SAVVYGAS.CO.NZ WWW.SAVVYGAS.CO.NZ

Call us for a free quote

WARM UP FOR WINTER NOW!

                                     LOGFIRES
                                     WETBACKS

                                        GAS FIRES
                            CENTRAL HEATING
                                          RADIATORS

Call us for a free quote

Stop by our stand at the Home & Garden Show for Expo specials 

Keeping warm with Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration

rather than something that’s 
bubbling away on the stove 
top.”

Then there are the 
Panasonic Breadmakers.

“They’re fantastic to go 
with the soup that’s been in 
the slow cooker all day.”

The toastie machines are 
also great for the quick meal.

At the end of the day 
comes the night and what 
could be better for warding 
off the cooler temperatures 
than getting into a bed that’s 
been heated with an electric 
blanket, of which Sinclair 

Electrical and Refrigeration 
have a good range.

“Who doesn’t like hopping 
into a toasty warm bed?” 
says Debbie.

Last week they launched 

Paul Tofts, Manager
76 Portia St, Stratford | 06 765 0556

M: 027 200 5556  E: paul@nebulitetaranaki.co.nz

Let us create the perfect 
look for you!

We do the lot:  Doors, Windows, 
Security Doors, Conservatories

Check us out for all your aluminium needs!

their new website 
sinclairenergy.co.nz where 
you can fi nd links for free 
quotes for heat pumps and 
solar systems.

.

Trish Anderson, Ben Miller and Debbie Cooksley happy to help with winter warmer 
ideas at Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, May 22, 202520     HEATING FEATURE 

Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up 2025

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU 
AT 84 TASMAN STREET, OPUNAKE 

When you step inside 
Licorice - Purveyors of All Sorts, 

you'll soak up the rich moody colours & the 
welcoming vibe while shopping all things 

homeware, gifts, baby goods, self care and 
pampering treats - 

and of course, Licorice! 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU 

0277337931

PROOF

Stuff makes every effort to create advertisements to meet your specific needs.  
Please note in some instances we may be unable to supply additional proofs due to complexity of the request or deadline constraints.

© This advertisement has been created as a service of Stuff. It cannot be reproduced without permission.  
If you wish to use this material elsewhere, please contact your sales support coordinator. Charges will apply.

advertisingproof
Please check your proof carefully and approve it or submit corrections by the Final Proof Alterations deadline.  

You can now approve or submit changes to your ad within the ATOL system at a time that suits you. Just follow the link 
in your ad proof email to view your ad, then click the APPROVE or CORRECTIONS button right from there - no new emails required!

NZ-118884_580931

WINTER IS COMING!
Call us now to discuss installing a new woodfire or gas heater, or to inspect and service your 

existing fire or gas heating system. 

  Contact us today! PH: 06 278 8883  info@houghtonsplumbing.co.nz

Customer HOUGHTONS PLUMBING Publishing 06/02/25 Booked size M2X4C
Advert ID NZ-118884_580931 (100%) Publication TARANAKI STAR Dimensions 12.6X9, cms width by height

Section PREMIUM POSITION Proofed 30/01/2025 22:50:24

Stay warm, the right way

From cosy gas fireplaces and efficient heat pumps to
underfloor heating and woodfires, we provide tailored heating

solutions to suit every home. 
As certified agents for Metro Fires and trained by Central

Heating NZ and Rinnai, our expert team delivers specialist
knowledge, professional installation, and ongoing support to

keep your system running at its best. 
With fast, obligation-free quotes — often within 24 hours — we
make it easy to get the right heating solution without the wait.

Ph. 06 278 4449 • admin@evergreenplumbing.co.nz • 

• www.evergreenplumbing.co.nz •

Let’s talk about the right heating solution for your home

Crywolf is a children’s 
outerwear brand known for 
stylish, high-performance 
rainwear that combines 
practicality with adventure-
ready designs. Their welded 
seam technology ensures 
they are rainproof and 
windproof which makes 
them especially popular 
due to their high quality, 
durability and eco-conscious 
approach.  
They’re available at 

Licorice in a range of sizes 
and colours and are perfect 
for those rainy days on the 
sidelines, on the playground 
or when life requires a good 
stomp in the puddles. 

Help weather the winter at Licorice

Pop in store at Licorice and let Bernadette and Chantal help you fi nd the best combo 
for your little ones.

Fire and Emergency 
New Zealand recommends 
following a few simple 
steps to keep yourself and 
your whānau safe from 
an unwanted fi re as the 
temperature drops outside.

Ensure your chimney has 
been swept and cleaned 
before the fi rst fi re of the 
season.

Always use a fi reguard 
or spark guard when you 
use your open fi re and 
ensure you dispose of ashes 
carefully. 

Ashes can stay hot for up to 
fi ve days, so be sure they are 
left to cool in a metal bucket/ 

Ōpunake Volunteer Fire Brigade, like all fi re brigades 
train every week to learn new skills as they move from 
recruits (new members) to Firefi ghters and up through 
the ranks to practice and enforce the skills they know. 
Monday was fi re extinguisher training, and everyone
took turns using different fi re extinguishers.

Some advice
from FENZ

bin on a concrete or metal, 
not decking or fl ooring 
before being disposed of.

Keep furniture or anything 
fl ammable that you may be 
drying at least a metre from 
the heater or fi replace.

In winter more people will 
be using clothes dryers, 
remember to clean the lint 
fi lter before each use as a 
full fi lter can cause a fi re. 

Electric blankets are also 
a fi re risk. Old or damaged 
electric blankets can be a 
hazard, so you should have 
your electric blanket tested 
prior to using it. 

It should only be switched 

on 15-20 minutes before 
bed and switched off before 
going off to sleep. They 
should be rolled up when 
being stored. 

For further information 

head to our website - https://
www.fi reandemergency.nz/
winter-fi re-safety/

FENZ Community Risk 
Manager Christine McGinty 
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Winter is just around the corner!

It’s time to Heat your home!up 2025

YOUR TARANAKI DRAPES & BLINDS 
SPECIALIST

We’re locals - just like you!
69 HURLSTONE DRIVE, 

WAIWHAKAIHO, NEW PLYMOUTH 
06 753 9302 

We have moved to 5 Parakau Rd, 
Waiwhakaiho, New Plymouth. 

Come and check out our new location.

HOT FIRE SPECIALS 
ON STOCK IN  STORE
elco.canvas@gmail.com | 06 758 5309 

 Invest in an overhead heating lamp

If you don’t already have 
an overhead heating lamp 
installed in your bathroom, 
they are a game-changer! 
It’s like a beaming ray of sun 
and it makes getting heating 
lamps come in a 3-in-1 
format, consisting of a light, 
a heating function, and an 
extraction fan, meaning that 
they can be used all year 
round.

They’re fairly inexpensive 
to purchase, starting from 
around $50, and are one of 
the most energy-effi cient 
solutions for heating your 
bathroom, although keep 

in mind you’ll need to 
factor in installation costs. 
They’re easily retrofi tted 
to existing bathrooms and 
come in different designs 
and fi nishes.

The most energy-effi cient 
way to heat your cold 
bathroom would be to install 
an overhead heating lamp. 
Not only are they easily 
retrofi tted into existing 
bathrooms, with limited 
costs involved, but they also 
come with varying wattage 
bulbs to ensure adequate 
heating for the size of the 
room. There’s also no pre-

Simx Weiss and Manrose Heat, Fan and Light Combinations are available at 
Stratford ITM.

Warm up your Bathroom
heating required as it only 
needs to be on when you’re 
using the bathroom, so that 
will help keep your power 
bill in check.

Use a heated towel rail
Not only are heated towel 

rails functional in terms of 
drying and heating your 
towels, but they also add 
warmth to your bathroom 
without breaking the bank 
to run. In fact, the cost of 
running a basic heated towel 
rail has been compared to the 
cost of running a standard 
lightbulb. Towel racks work by heating up coils inside 

the tubing rail and radiating 
heat outwards to heat towels, 
and the warmth will be felt 
throughout as well. You can 
turn these on and off with a 
switch.

Additionally, they can be 
as minimal or ‘extra’ as you 

like. The initial purchase 
of a heated towel rail starts 
from about $70 and ranges 
well into the thousands if 
you really want to get fancy. 
After this, is the cost of 
installation, which depends 
on size, fi nish, labour costs, 
etc. If looked after correctly, 

heated towel rails can last 
years in your home and 
with all the different options 
available, they can add a 
level of sophistication as 
well as comfort to your cold 
bathroom.

Heated Towel rail options available at Stratford ITM.
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www.excavat.co.nz

SOLID GROUND STARTS WITH US

Before anything goes up,  
we dig in. Excavat takes care  
of all your earthmoving needs, 

whether it’s Rural Earthworks or 
Commercial Civil Construction, 

we’ve got it covered.

READY TO BREAK GROUND ON YOUR NEXT PROJECT? CALL US ON 0800 314 437

Proud to support a project for 
the mighty town of Opunake

www.clelands.net.nz | 06 756 0869

Four Square New Opunake opens

The new supermarket in Opunake which is drawing people from further afi eld to shop 
in the township. According to a long term local there’s a lot of new faces in town.

Continued next page

RIGHT
The new supermarket is 
built on the former site of 
past supermarkets.
Beau and Denise Le 
Prou who owned the 
supermarket for some 
years have donated the 
above photo to the new 
Four Square.

Opunake’s newest 
supermarket which opened 
recently is drawing new 
customers to town.

With 8 aisles, the brand 
new supermarket, which 
opened in mid April in the 
main street in town, offers a 
huge range of stock showing 
Opunake can pit it with the 
city supermarkets.

Four Square New Opunake 
is part of the Foodstuffs 
North Island co-operative 
whose member families 
own and operate the North 
Island’s New World, 
PAK’nSAVE and Four 
Square stores.

Store Manager Carl Morris 
has overseen the opening 
of the new supermarket 

while Foodstuffs appoints 
an Owner Operator. It’s 
something he’s not done 
before having never opened 
a business, but he has found 
it very rewarding. 

“It’s also such a beautiful 
place to work,” he says. 

They have been 
experimenting with different 
ranges and are very keen to 

get customer feedback.
“If the customer wants it, 

we’ll look at getting it in.”
Requests have varied and 

ranged from newspapers 
through to duck fat, kinas 
and mussels.

Of the 50 products that 
people have wanted thus far 
Carl estimates they’ve got in 
around 50 percent.

There are 16 staff working 
in the new shop. Around 
50% are local, while the 
others are from elsewhere 
in South Taranaki, including 
Kaponga and Manaia.

“They’ve all come with 
varied experience from 30 
years to none,” says Carl. 
And varying ages – from 16 
to much more mature.

The shop also has 4 self-
service checkouts in addition 
to the three checkouts where 
clients are served.

“By and large we run a 
pretty good ship,” says 
Carl believing keeping both 
customers and staff happy is 
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PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OPUNAKE 4 SQUARE

AIR CON &

HEAT PUMPS SUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITY

DECORATOR’S
E
N

145 Molesworth Street, New Plymouth
06 757 9400 | spectrum_dec@xtra.co.nz
Simon Green (LBP #118861):  021 479 715

TARANAKI

tufcote tuffloor epotec

cotec

Paint, Paper, Plaster 
& Accessories

145 Molesworth Street
06 242 1330 | 027 411 9547 

Continued next page

Store manager Carl Morris (second from left) and staff in the new supermarket. 

The bakery section.

Continued page 24

important. 
“We want to create 

a positive vibe in the 
community to keep the 
locals shopping locally.” 

Their prices are similar 
to elsewhere and they offer 
very good convenience.They 
also have a host of grocery 
lines. “You should be able 
to do a full shop here,” says 
Carl.

The Four Square which 
has just acquired a liquor 
licence, also has a bakery 
section. People can also 
pick up a coffee there. And 
there’s also ample off street 
parking.

Four Square employee 
Steve Kelliher says he 
“really enjoys” working 
at the new Four Square. 
“It’s a good team”, he says  
adding Carl is “a really good 
manager” and “community 
based”.

The shop has been a while 
coming – a year later than 
anticipated.

But by all accounts it has 
been worth the wait. “It 
puts Opunake on the map,” 
says Carl. “People are pretty 
impressed.”

They’ve had a lot of 

feedback – both positive and 
negative – the latter of which 
has been useful.

Though there are stresses 
in running the business 
such as ordering stock and 
making sure it turns up and 
that the shelves are full, 
Carl is clearly relishing the 
challenge.

Though there are several 

food outlets in Opunake Carl 
sees competition as healthy 
and hopes locals will support 
all the businesses.

“The more lights on down 
the main drag the better and 
the more opportunity for 
people to shop,” he says.

He also commented 
that he’s found people 
to be “really friendly 

and welcoming and 
approachable.”

  “Grab a coffee and see 
what we stock,” invites Carl.

Four Square New Opunake 
is open 7am to 8pm, seven 
days a week.
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3 Sunley St, Borrell Park, New Plymouth
06 753 6910  |  info@swd.nz  |  www.swd.nz

FOR ALL YOUR ALUMINUIM JOINERY NEEDS - 
NEW BUILDS, RENOVATIONS, INSERT 
JOINERY, RETROFIT DOUBLE GLAZING, 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

PROUD TO WORK WITH GLASSGROUP
SEYMOUR FITTING THE WINDOWS FOR THE 

NEW OPUNAKE 4 SQUARE BUILDING

YOUR LOCAL 
FRESH GROCER.

FOUR SQUARE NEW ŌPUNAKE  | OPEN 7 DAYS 

Your go-to for everyday essentials, fresh
food, easy meal ideas, coffee and food to go,
plus a great liquor selection – all in one place!

The new supermarket in Opunake has lots of off street parking.

Four Square New Opunake opens

Continued from page 23
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Ross Dunlop gives a rundown on the Waingongoro Catchment Community.

An Inglewood farm 
manager in his fi rst year 
dairying is this year’s New 
Zealand Dairy Manager of 
the Year.

Having won the Taranaki 
title, Martin Keegan secured 
the national title at the New 
Zealand Dairy Industry 
Awards on May 10.

He had grown up on a dairy 
farm “below the Inglewood 
Golf Course,” and can claim 
some Coastal Taranaki 
connections, his mother had 
grown up on as dairy farm at 
Oaonui. Martin had always 
been interested in machinery 
and this led him to work 
as a diesel mechanic. He 
spent 10 years working in 
New Zealand and Canada 
as a fi eld service technician 
specialising in tractors and 
harvesting equipment.

Last year he took over as 
farm manager for Stephen 
and Linda Carter on their 
94ha property milking 246 
cows at Inglewood.

Head judge Janine 

Swansson from DairyNZ 
noted Martin excelled across 
all aspects of the farm with 
high-level knowledge and 
excellent practical farming 
skills.

The judges said Martin 
is very conscientious, with 
great attention-to-detail and 
a thirst for learning.

“We think he loves his cows 
as much as his tractors.”

The judges note that 
Martin has learnt a vast array 
of skills across all levels of 
farming in his fi rst season 
dairy farming.

“We were impressed 
with his attention-to-detail 
across animal welfare and 
how highly he values them 
– he was so detailed on 
every aspect and learning 
about mastitis management, 
breeding and reproduction.

“His hunger to learn is 
outstanding,” noted judge 
Ken Short. “It’s pretty 
cool for the future of the 
industry.”

The fi rst-time entrant 

won the DairyNZ People 
& Leadership Award, the 
CowManager Livestock 
Management Award, 
the Personal Planning & 
Financial Management 
Award and over $16,000 in 
prizes.

The judges were impressed 
with Martin’s fi nancial 
acumen and his commitment 
to “doing the right thing to 
do for the environment.”

“All the fi nalists are 
aware of environmental 
sustainability – they don’t 
see it as an option, it’s 
just part of their everyday 
farming business.”

Second place went to 
Thomas Lundman (Bay 
of Plenty) and third 
place to George Dodson 
(Canterbury-North Otago).

The Share Farmer of 
the Year Award went to 
Thomas and Fiona Langford 
(Waikato) and the Dairy 
Trainee of the Year Award 
went to Pieter Van Beek 
(Hawkes Bay-Waikato).

Inglewood manager takes national title

Taranaki and New Zealand Dairy Manager of the Year Martin Keegan.

There was relief for 
drought-hit Taranaki last 
month with an average 
of 177.2mm - that’s 20% 
more rainfall than usual 
for the region, according to 
Taranaki Regional Council 
(TRC) fi gures.

Rainfall ranged from 
29% less rain than usual 
at Waitotara at Rimunui 
Station, and 107% more than 
normal at Mangorei Upper at 
Forest Hill.  

Year-to-date rainfall 
is lowest at Waitotara at 
Hawken Rd with 45% 
less rainfall than normal, 
Mangorei Upper at Forest 

Hill has had the highest 
year-to-date rainfall with 6% 
less than normal. On average 
year-to-date rainfall has been 
27% less rain than normal 
across all rain gauges. 

Mean river fl ows for April 
were 17.4% lower than 
typical values, low fl ows 
were 6.8% lower, and high 
fl ows 17% greater than 
typical values while mean 
river (non-mountain) water 
temperatures were 14.8°C, 
an average of 0.8°C warmer 
than long-term April values. 

The average air 
temperature for the region 
(excluding Te Maunga sites) 

was 15.7°C, which is 1.5°C 
warmer than long-term April 
averages. The maximum 
air temperature recorded 
in April was 25.1°C at 
Inglewood at Oxidation 
Ponds on 1 April. 

April average wind 
speeds were 12.4km/hr, 
with average gust strength 
of 38.1km/hr, these were 
0.2km/hr stronger, and 
0.6km/hr weaker than 
the long-term average. 
The maximum wind gust 
recorded in April was 
101.5km/hr at Uruti at Kaka 
Rd on 17 April. 

April showers bring relief for 
drought hit Taranaki

Liquid 
smoke fumes 
keep pesky 
sparrows out of 
sanctuaries

Half-a-million sparrows 
and starlings are roosting 
in the Rotopiko wetland 
complex in Waikato, and 
researchers have come 
across an unusual way to 
keep them out. The non-
native birds can harm the 
nutrients and plants of the 
wetland, so researchers used 
a type of liquid smoke to see 
if it reduced their numbers. 
They found bird poo in the 
treated areas reduced by 
10-15%, suggesting it’s an 
additional option to manage 
bird pests without having to 
cull them.

   
New Zealand Journal of 

Ecology

This year’s World Bee Day 
(March 20) message is a call 
to action for sustainable 
practices that support bees, 
improve food security, and 
protect biodiversity in the 
face of mounting climate 
pressures.

New Zealand has a 
fl ourishing population of 
honey bees cared for by 
8,190 registered beekeepers 
who manage 520,000 hives 
across the country. At this 
time of year, with the hard 
work of producing honey 
done, honey bees are 
focused on storing up food 
to keep their hives fed and 
healthy through the winter.

While some countries 
have been struggling with 
dramatic colony losses over 
winter, colony loss rates in 
New Zealand over the cold 

winter months have been 
declining.

Results from the New 
Zealand Colony Loss 
Survey 2024 show that 
loss rates caused by varroa 
mites, the number one threat 
to bees over winter for the 
previous three years, fell to 
4.6% during winter 2024, 
compared to 6.4% during 
winter 2023. This continues 
a general downward 
trajectory since the 2021–
2022 surveys.

“The story of the 2024 NZ 
Colony Loss Survey is about 
varroa. And it’s a good story 
because losses to varroa 
showed a national decline for 
the fi rst time since we started 
systematically measuring 
them,” says survey director 
Pike Stahlmann-Brown.

Stahlmann-Brown reports 

that beekeepers are doing 
more monitoring for 
varroa, and this is useful in 
determining when and how 
to treat the pest.

New Zealand beekeepers 
work hard to support their 
hard-working bees, and 
Kiwis can help local bee 
populations by planting 
some foraging favourites to 
help bees stock up on food 
for winter.

Good things to plant for 
bees this month include 
herbs such as lavender, 
salvia, rosemary and 
oregano, and shrubs such as 
michelia yunnanensis and 
the native koromiko. Those 
with larger properties might 
like to consider yellow gum 
trees, lacebark or puriri.

Bee inspired
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Bryan Goodin & Sheldon Keech
SERVICING FARMERS 

ON THE COAST
Dairy stock - Herds - Heifers - Calves

• Service Bulls • Beef Cattle 
• Pigs & Sheep

Weekly Wednesday Stratford Sale
Goodie: 027 531 8511
Keechy: 027 222 7920  

A woodchip bioreactor 
on Ross and Jan Dunlop’s 
Ohawe farm has been 
likened to a “luxury hotel 
for bacteria.”

Professor David Horne 
of Massey University was 
speaking at an open day 
held on the Dunlop farm 
where the bioreactor had 
been installed and was being 
trialled.

The bioreactor removes 
nitrogen from farm 
drainage before it reaches 
waterways, providing the 
right conditions to convert 
nitrates into harmless 
nitrogen gas. The carbon 
source, which is provided 
by the woodchips serves as 
a substrate for bacteria that 
break down the nitrate.

“These bugs do it free 
of charge, but we’ve got 
to provide the conditions 
for them,” said Professor 
Horne. “It’s a hotel, really, 
a luxury hotel for these 
bacteria. It’s essentially 
a big hole in the ground 
fi lled with woodchips. It’s 
very simple and extremely 
effective. These bacteria 
will really strip out all the 
nitrate.”

The water source comes 
from a nearby dam on the 
Dunlop farm. After 12-15 
years the woodchips are 
replaced. 

Professor Horne was 
representing the Catchment 
Solutions Project (CSP) 
which has been running 
out of Massey University 
for the last three years to 
help farmers reduce the 
contaminant loss from their 
farms.

Professor Horne said that 
while traditionally this 
had been done by looking 
at on-farm processes, the 
CSP was looking at Edge 
of Field processes focusing 
on drainage as it leaves the 
farm. The most familiar of 
these is funnelling drainage 
to a wetland.

The CSP had been working 
with Taranaki Catchment 
Communities and were 
looking for a farm to place 

Where bugs live in luxury
 and work free of charge

Technician Ross Gray explains the inner workings of the woodchip bioreactor.

a demonstration bioreactor. 
Four farms had been 
considered and the Dunlop 
farm had been identifi ed 
as the most suitable. A 
bioreactor was placed in 
January and on March 13 
there was an Open Day at 
the Dunlop farm, beginning 
at the Dunlop Woolshed to 
see how things were going.

Ross Dunlop said that the 
Waingongoro Catchment 
Community, set up in 2019 
was the fi rst in Taranaki, 
and there are now 14 of 
them under the umbrella 
of Taranaki Catchment 
Communities. 

The Waingongoro 
Catchment Community have 
identifi ed four sites along the 
river from the National Park 
boundary to the sea from 
which samples are taken.

“Samples are taken 
monthly at the same time of 
the month so we can build up 
our own information and not 
be beholden to anybody,” 

said Ross.
He says the samples 

have shown encouraging 
downward trends in the 
two-and-a-half-year period 
from September 2022 to 
February 2025, and the 
river is looking healthier.

“There’s a huge amount 
of life in the river. People 
think the river is inert, but 
there’s a huge amount of 
life in the river and in the 
environment around it. 
Why do we do this? So 
we can continue to enjoy 
our beautiful river. It’s one 
of the most fi shed, as far 
as whitebait goes, in the 
province.” 

There had even been 
seals sighted in the river, 
he said.

After Professor Horne 
spoke everybody headed 
out of the woolshed on 
the downhill walk to the 
bioreactor, passing the dam 
en route. Ross said he had 
built the dam and planted 

around it 30-40 years ago. 
Since then it had attracted 
some “interesting wildlife,” 
he said. 

With everybody standing 
in a paddock over the 
underground bioreactor 
Professor Horne and 
technician Ross Gray 
explained the workings of 
the bioreactor.

Professor Horne said 
bioreactors need not 
necessarily be built on the 
same model as that on the 
Dunlop farm. In some places 
in the South Island they had 
even placed in drains.

Professor Horne concedes 
that the intervention of 
the worst drought in 50 
years had meant so far it 
had been diffi cult to get 
much data from the Dunlop 
bioreactor. A similar site in 
coastal Manawatu, however,  
had shown a 65% nitrate 
reduction. 

“Watch this space for some 
results,” he said.

Ross Dunlop gives a rundown on the Waingongoro Catchment Community.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, May 22, 2025 SPORTS/WHAT’S ON       27

THE LAWNS ARE GROWING

WALKER R21 ZERO TURN SIDE 
DISCHARGE MOWER 

CUB CADET LX547 SIDE DISCHARGE 
PETROL RIDE ON MOWER 
• Advanced Intellipower 
Technology
• Smooth Hydrostatic 
Auto Transmission
• Turning Radius: 
40cm/16”
• Cutting Width: 
107cm/42”

CUB CADET 1023 XT2 REAR CATCH 
PETROL RIDE ON MOWER

• 21.5 HP Kawasaki 
V-Twin
• Turning Radius: 
40cm/16”
• Cutting Width: 
106cm/42”
• 12 position height 
adjustment

STIGA ESTATE 384 CATCHING 33” 
RIDE-ON 

• Engine Power: 7.4kW
• Cutting Width: 
84cm/33”
• Collector Capacity:
240L
• Hydrostatic 
Transmission

•21HP Kohler KT620 
660cc engine 
• Residential 
applications
• Hydro-Gear EZT 
transmissions
• Precision steering 
system

STIHL SHOP HAWERA
25 Glover Road, Hawera
Ph: 06 278 4753
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz www.stihlshop.co.nz

Love Your Land

$6,199 $10,999

$5,999 $13,995

Realising 
potential 

in every 
hectare.

Our team of rural property 
valuers have the insights 
and resources to provide 
expert valuation advice for 
all your rural real estate and 
property needs.

From valuations and leasing 
assessments, through to 
estate planning.

TARANAKI  
RURAL VALUATIONS

06 757 5753

Christian Hipp
christian.hipp@cbre.com

Fraser Grant
fraser.grant@cbre.com

cbre.co.nz/rural

 South Taranaki is gearing 
up to host an exciting night of 
high-calibre basketball when 
the Sal’s National Basketball 
League (NBL) arrives in 
Hāwera on Wednesday 28 
May. The TSB Hub will 
welcome the Property Brokers 
Manawatū Jets as they take on 
the Southland Sharks in what 
promises to be a thrilling mid-
season showdown. 

 The opportunity to bring a 
Sal’s NBL fi xture to Hāwera 
arose when the Jets’ usual 
home venue in Palmerston 
North was unavailable for 
the scheduled date. Staff 
from South Taranaki District 
Council and representatives 
of the Hāwera Basketball 

Association worked closely 
with the Jets management 
team to explore options 
and meet the necessary 
requirements, leading to the 
TSB Hub being confi rmed as 
the host venue. The choice 
acknowledges the venue’s 
quality facilities and refl ects 
the positive reputation 
South Taranaki is building 
for its support of a range of 
prominent events. 

 With both teams fi rmly in 
the playoff race, the matchup 
is expected to be fi ercely 
contested. The resurgent Jets 
are currently fourth on the 
ladder with an 8–4 record, 
while the Southland Sharks 
sit at 5–6 as they push for a 

top-six fi nish. 
 South Taranaki Mayor 

Phil Nixon says the district 
is ready to put on a show 
both on and off the court. 

 “The TSB Hub is a top 
venue, and we’re thrilled 
to be hosting this high-
profi le, nationally televised 
NBL fi xture,” said Mayor 
Nixon. “South Taranaki is 
well known for our warm 
hospitality, and we look 
forward to welcoming 
visitors from Manawatū and 
Southland. This is a great 
opportunity to showcase 
what our district has to 
offer and to give some of 
our accommodation and 
hospitality businesses a 

South Taranaki to host top-tier basketball
boost. It’s also going to be a 
great event for a lot of local 
basketball fans to enjoy.” 

 Corey Webster, who is a 
Tall Blacks centurion and 
current national team captain, 
has been enjoying a standout 
season at guard for the 
Manawatu Jets. 

 “This season has been 
enjoyable so far— the 
team’s in a good place and 
the support from our fans 
has been awesome,” said 
Webster. “We’re excited to 
be playing in Hāwera. It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to bring 
high-level basketball to South 
Taranaki, and I’m confi dent 
fans from both Manawatū and 
the local area will turn out 

in force. The atmosphere 
should be something special, 
and we’re looking forward 
to putting on a strong 
performance”. 

 Fans attending the event 
will be treated to a full 
evening of entertainment. 
Sky Broadband Rapid 
League action tips off at 6pm, 
followed by the main game 
at 7pm. A range of game 
day activations will keep 
the energy high throughout 
the night, including halftime 
entertainment featuring 
two local junior basketball 
teams.   

 Palmerston North Mayor 
Grant Smith is encouraging 
South Taranaki residents 

Butlers Reef at Oakura 
is having live music every 
Sunday afternoon from 3pm 
in the back Bar.

Said owner Will Rowland, 
they have a range of music 
many of whom are local 
artists. It sounds like a 
relaxing way to while away 
a Sunday afternoon as winter 
sets in.

There’s also a huge open 
fi re nearby which is a lovely 
way to warm up on these 
cold evenings. Being able 
to warm yourself beside 
an open fi re is one of the 
bonuses of winter.

So go and soak up the 
atmosphere at Butlers.

and Mayor Phil Nixon to head 
along for the NBL game. 

 “We’re proud of our 
regional Manawatū Jets and 
the strong season they’re 
having. We’d encourage our 
close neighbours in Taranaki 
to head along and watch the 
game. And if they become big 
fans too, we’d love to see them 
back in Palmerston North for 
the rest of the games. The city 
wishes the team all the best 
as they take this home game 
on the road to Hāwera, and 
we’re sure they’ll represent 
Manawatū well. Hopefully 
we’ll see both Manawatū and 
our close friends in Taranaki 
battling it out at the business 
end of the season.” 

Live music at Butlers

The huge open fi re at 
Butlers Reef Hotel.
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Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday

Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Okato Co-operating Parish

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: Temporarily closed - no Masses

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Sacred Heart, Manaia - Temporarily closed - No Masses

St Joseph's, Hawera - Every Sat at 5pm; Every Sun at 9am
St Patrick's,  Patea -  4th Sunday of month; 11.00am

St Francis de Sales, Waverley - 2nd Sunday of month; 
11.00am

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - weekly

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday

Come along or contact 
Belinda Philp

027 935 6191

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

Okato – St. Paul’s – Sunday Service every 1st and 3rd  
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Oakura – St. James – Sunday Service every 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Mid-week open church – Okato – St. Paul’s – 
Pew for You, every 3rd Wednesday of each month, 

4.30pm-6.00pm

St Patricks Catholic Church, Kaponga
Sunday Mass 8.45am.

Thursday Mass 10.00am (subject to change).

St John’s Community Church. Kaponga
Cnr West and Egmont Streets. 

Sunday Services 10.30am followed by morning tea

Manaia Union Fellowship
  Terou St. Manaia. 

Meet 10am every 3rd Sunday of the month with communion

Friend & Fellowhip Group 
Thursdays @ Manaia

Support our Faith and support each other with Prayer 
and Bible study 

Encouraging interactive discussion and Praise 
All are welcome   

We would love it if you could come
Rodney & Val 274 8550 or 0272384187 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
90 Regan St., Stratford, 

9:00am Sunday: Breakfast and Study 
10:30am:  Breakfast is followed by "Coming Together 

Worship Service" 
Thursday: Study Group at 2 pm at 96b Brecon Rd., 

Stratford. 
Contact Rev. John Mattock 027 2039799

Church Services - Manaia, Kaponga, 
Opunake, Pungarehu, Okata, Oakura

CHURCH NOTICES

100% FINISHED
& OPEN
CELEBRATE WITH US ON 11 JUNE

YARROWS TARANAKI BULLS V KING COUNTRY RAMS
FREE TICKETS & BUSES FROM COASTAL TARANAKI

Taranaki
Regional Council

CHECK OUT YOUR
NEW-LOOK STADIUM

TARANAKIRC.NZ/STADIUM-TICKETS 

NPDC is warming up New 
Plymouth’s CBD with the 
return of the TSB Festival of 
Lights Winter Pop-Up from 
19-22 June.

Now in its fourth season, 
the event has become a must 
do over Mataraki Weekend 

TSB Festival of Lights Winter Pop-Up 
Warming up New Plymouth’s CBD for Matariki

and brings a dazzling dose 
of colour, creativity, and 
community spirit to the heart 
of New Plymouth.

This year’s pop-up 
features 12 captivating 
light installations, including 
Elysian Arcs by artist 

collective Atelier Sisu and 
comes to us fresh from Vivid 
Sydney, one of the world’s 
leading light festivals. 

This large-scale, infl atable 
installation is inspired by the 
Gods’ Paradise of Ancient 
Greek mythology and invites 
people inside the glowing, 
tubular forms that stretch 
into iridescent tunnels.

Visitors can look forward 
to a dynamic mix of 
installations—some making 
a return and others debuting 
for the fi rst time—that will 
transform spaces across the 
CBD, from Huatoki Plaza 
and Puke Ariki Landing to 
Ariki Street and the Coastal 
Walkway. 

“NPDC Events Lead Lisa 
Ekdahl says Elysian Arcs 
showcases New Plymouth’s 
ability to deliver bold, 
immersive experiences that 
are truly world-class.”

“When Puanga rises, 
New Plymouth lights up – 
literally. The Winter TSB 
Festival of Lights isn’t just a 
night out, it’s a full-sensory 
adventure that turns our 
CBD into a playground of 
creativity, connection and 
celebration. It also gives 
local businesses a much-
needed mid-year boost.”

She adds the event is also a 
chance to showcase local and 
emerging performers across 
a wide range of genres.

The lights might steal 
the spotlight, but it’s the 
entertainment that keeps the 
vibe alive all night long,” 
says Lisa. 

“We hear just as many 
rave reviews about the 
performers as we do about 
the installations. Every night 
brings something different, 
with Friday night turning 
up the heat with mana 
enhancing performances 
from local talent Te Kura 
Tuarua o Ngāmotu kapa 
haka followed by Huia 
and Rei, previous Festival 
of Lights and WOMAD 
favourites.

Brylee Flutey, Te Puna 
Umanga Venture Taranaki 
GM Destination, says the 
festival is an important 
driver of both cultural 
connection and economic 
uplift.

“The TSB Festival of 
Lights Winter Pop-Up adds 
welcomed vibrancy to the 
city centre, encouraging 
connection and celebration 
at a time where visitation is 
traditionally low. 

“The benefi ts of this 
event are diverse and 
wide-reaching beyond the 
economic, offering locals 
and manuhiri a meaningful 
opportunity to engage 
with the Māori New Year, 
deepening an understanding 
of Puanga and the Matariki 
star cluster and their cultural 
signifi cance, while also 
showcasing our region Like 
No Other.”

In 2024, the Festival 
attracted over 15,000 
attendees, with 17% visiting 
from outside the region, 
resulting in $1.2 million 
in local spending (BERL, 
2024).

While the festival is held 
over Mataraki weekend, 
Taranaki and Whanganui 
iwi recognise the star Puanga 
when celebrating Māori 
New Year, which happens 
in June or July. Other iwi 
refer to this celebration as 
Matariki due to landing on 
the public holiday weekend 
in Aotearoa.

Elysian Arcs by artist collective Atelier Sisu. 

Broken Pieces, stolen 
from their home. Broken 
Pieces, from a war that’s 
not their own.

 Opunake Players latest 
musical Broken Pieces 
is defi nitely an excellent 
production. There are 
shows on May 22, 23, 24 
and fi nally 25, but these are 
fully booked, although a 
cancellation list is available. 
(Sinclair Electrical, Tasman 
Street, Opunake).  This 

Broken Pieces expertly meshed by talented cast
show was brilliantly written 
by Paul Andersen-Gardiner 
and the enjoyable music is 
by Vivienne Genet (Musical 
Director). Vivienne played 
keyboard during virtually the 
whole show, supplemented 
by lyrical music by Polish 
composer Chopin. 

  Expertly directed by 
Lynelle Kuriger the players, 
backstage people, publicity 
and front-of-house must be 
commended for this richly 

entertaining show. 
  I don’t want to give too 

much away, but the diverse 
themes are underpinned 
by the historical fact of 
the 733 Polish children 
being sent to New Zealand 
in 1944 from Persia (now 
Iran), during World War 
II. The story features a 
child Basia (fi ctional), 
who travels to our nation, 
eventually marries a Kiwi, 
Tom Jensen, and develops 
a burning need (in the early 
1960s) to return to Poland, 
now under autocratic Soviet 
(communist) rule.

 As the programme 

pleading with Basia (his 
wife) to see things his way. 
Brian Gasson acted the 
role of Josef Zazuluk with 
meaningful dignity. Lee-
Anne Shegedin as Wanda 
Zazuluk demonstrated 
acting of a high standard, 
her superb Polish accent the 
‘icing on the cake.’

  I loved the dancing, 
mostly by the younger 
cast members, which also 
showed off the imaginative 
costuming. The sets were 
both stark and realistic 
and the auditory effects 

warns there are a myriad 
of themes, many of them 
somewhat grim, however 
the production is uplifted 
by much humour, as well as 
sensitive thematic treatment. 
Although Lynelle, just 
prior to the show getting 
underway, invited people 
to step outside, for a 
breather, if the themes were 
overwhelming, no one did, 
as far as I could see.

  The acting and singing 
was fi rst class, with the 
many characters well-suited 
to their roles. Some of the 
cast played more than one 
role. It is hard, to single out 

anyone for special mention, 
however, here goes. 
Musically, the captivating 
singing of Chloe Danz 
and Monica Willson (they 
alternated) was delightful. 
Terry Simpson was brilliant 
as the sly Communist 
offi cial/informer; maybe the 
standout acting. Alternating 
with winsome fi nesse were 
Kenzie Field and Daisy 
Elsmore as Maria Jensen/
Young Basia. John McCarty, 
as Stanislaw Zazuluk/
Headmaster stood out for 
his characterful acting, as 
did Allistair Cook as Tom 
Jensen with his heartfelt Continued  pg 29.
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72 Tasman Street, Opunake | www.everybodystheatre.co.nz

Small Things Like These
1hr 38mins | M Thu 22 May 7PM | Sun 25

May 1PM

Thunderbolts*
2hr 7mins | M Fri 23 May 7PM | Thu 29

May 7PM | Sat 31 May 1PM

Looney Tunes: The Day The Earth Blew
Up

1hr 30mins | PG Sat 24 May 1PM

Mission: Impossible – The Final
Reckoning

2hr 49mins | M Sat 24 May 7PM | Sun 25
May 7PM | Fri 30 May 7PM

The Tavern
1hr 41mins | R16 Sun 01 Jun 1PM | Sun

01 Jun 7PM

Bob Trevino Likes It
1hr 41mins | M Thu 05 Jun 7PM

Small Things Like
These
Adult themes | 1hr 38mins |
Rated: M
Thu 22 May 7PM

Thunderbolts*
Violence | 2hr 7mins |
Rated: M
Fri 23 May 7PM

LOCAL
at COASTAL PRINTERS

coastalprintersopunake@gmail.com

LOCALLOCALLOCALLOCALLOCAL

Mon to Fri - 8.30pm to 5pm

Business Cards, Advertising Flyers, Brochures, Logo Design, Binding, 
Document Scanning, Laminating, Typing, Photo Repairs, Photos to 
Canvas, Invitations, Thank you cards, Labels, Appointment Cards, 

Raffle Tickets and much more!

26 Napier Street, Opunake
Ph: 06 761 8037

Send your documents to be printed to:

Toi o Taranaki Ki Te Tonga  presents 

19 MAY  - 12 JULY 

Lysaght Watt Gallery 
Te Ramanui o Ruapūtahanga 
121 High Street,  Te Hāwera

TSB Festival of Lights Winter Pop-Up 
Warming up New Plymouth’s CBD for Matariki

amazing, such as the 
haunting rhythm of the 
chugging trains carrying 
their reluctant 1940s 
passengers.

  The soldier scene, with 
the stamping feet, was 
most amusing, as the men 
pondered as to how to call 
out Basia’s  assertiveness.   

This musical had so 
much depth, in all aspects 
that it will certainly live 
positively in my memory. 
The show concluded with a 
wonderful evening supper 
– well done the players 
Committee. 

Rolland McKellar

The train scene. From left, Vanessa Le Prou, Kelly Langton, Monica Willson (as Helena Zazuluk), Daisy Elsmore (as 
Basia Zazuluk) and Ashton Hendrix (as Josef Zazuluk).

Broken Pieces expertly meshed by talented cast

Daisy Elsmore (as Basia Zazuluk) and John McCarty 
(as Stanislaw Zazuluk), as seen in Basia’s memories of 
Poland.

Four Polish Communist Party members. From left, John McCarty, Daniel Harvey, 
Blair MacBeth and Terry Simpson.

Continued  pg 29.

Continued from pg 28.
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ONGOING
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in 
Opunake: Playing several days and nights 
each week. Refer timetable in newspaper.
MONDAYS: The Barnabas Centre - St 
Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman
Street Opunake: Each Monday 10 am - 
12:30 pm. Information call Jenny 7618080 
or Glenys 6558025
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Central 
School Hall, New Plymouth, 7pm.
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every Tuesday 
10am. Meet outside Club Hotel on Havelock 
St. Phone Margaret 027 477 5600 for more 
info if needed, or just turn up.
Pungarehu Golf Club Twilight: Tee-off 
between 4.30 & 6.30pm. 
Opunake District RSA:  Meet 1st Tuesday 
of every month at 5.30pm at the Opunake 
Fire Station. Financial Members are 
welcome to attend.
WEDNESDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers:  Meet 2nd  
Wednesday of every month at 7pm at 
Butlers Reef Bar & Cafe, Oakura. 
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, 
Opunake: Wednesdays  9am - 5pm, for an 
appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555 
676
Okato & District Historical Society 
open every Wednesday: At the Okato 
Community Trust Hall, 47 Cumming St, 
Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 4566. 
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 
10.30am-3pm at the Opunake Business 
Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come 
along or phone Sheryl 06 761 8769.
Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, Okato 
4pm to5 .30pm.
Free singing experience with Taranaki 
Harmony Chorus:  Meet every Wednesday 
at Inglewood Mamaku Centre, 7-9.30 pm 
Phone Helen 021 296 0700.
THURSDAYS
Egmont Euchre Club: Every Thursday 
1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club. 
Inquiries, 06 761 8337 or 06 761 8607.
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame, 
Manaia: Running every Thursday night 
from 7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South 
Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday 
Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of 
Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Oakura 
Hall, 6.15pm.. 
MAY 8 TO JUNE 16
Heartstones & Creative Baskets - Tanya 
Doty Exhibition: At from out of the blue 
studio gallery, Halse Place, Opunake.
MAY 19 TO JULY 12
Maumahara - To Remember and Refl ect - A 

Community Collaboration: At Lysaght Watt Gallery, High Street, 
Hawera.
 MAY 24
Oaonui Community Hall Gumboot Ball: At Oaonui Community 
Hall, 8pm.
MAY 27
Lizzie Bell Pihama Cemetery Board AGM: At 90 Puketapu Rd, 

Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016

Pihama, 7pm.
JUNE 7
Otukaia Reserve Trust Oaonui Hall, 11am.
JUNE 16
Opunake & District Business Association AGM: Surf Inn, Opunake, 
5.30pm.

What’s On Listings
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This newspaper is subject 
to NZ Press Coucil 
procedures. A complaint 
must fi rst be directed in 
writing within one month of 
publication to the Opunake 
& Coastal News email 
address. If not satisfi ed with 
the response , the complaint 
may be referred to the Press 
Council, PO Box 10879, The 
Terrace, Wellington 6143. 
Or use the online complaint 
form at www.presscouncil.
org.nz. Please include 
copies of the article and all 
correspondence with the 
publication. 

Stevenson Calf  Rearing
MILK & COLOSTRUM WANTED

Picking up 24/7
Our tanker handles large volumes
Ph. Mark or Trish on 0800 350 340 or txt 
027 495 2897 E: markstevo@xtra.co.nz

Troy Stevenson 027 469 7636
E: troystevo@gmail.com

KANE BARRETT

LIVESTOCK
CALF MILK WANTED

Any volumes - 24/7
027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com 027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com 027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com 

The Opunake & Coastal 
News is distributed free to 
every home and business 
within the rural area, 
bounded in the north 
by the New Plymouth 
City border, extending 
east to Egmont Village 
and around to the edge 
of Stratford, south to 
the border of Hawera 
township and inland to 
Kaponga and through 
Eltham.

MOVING? 
Subscribe to the Opunake & 

Coastal News and we’ll post you a 
paper as soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

TO LET

FOR SALE

GRAZING

GRAZING AVAILABLE 
Phone Richard 027 510 
9667.

WANTED TO BUY

SCRAP METAL - for all 
scrap metal Taranaki wide, 
give us a call. Molten Metals 
(06) 751 5367.  www.
moltenmetals.co.nz

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After 
Disaster Ltd 223 Devon St 
West, NP. Phone (06) 769 
9265 

AB & DM SYBRANDY 
C O N T R A C T I N G 
LTD - Available Now 
- Firewood , Screened 
Topsoil & BRANDY’S 
BOTANICALS BARN- 
Indoor Plants, Home & 
Giftware, Seeds & More.  
6m3 Split Pine $480.00, 
6m3 Split Mac $600.00  
supplied & delivered 
Hawera, Normanby, Manaia 
areas - other areas may 
incur small delivery fee. 
Orders and Payment can 
be made by phoning Andy 
0274456464 or calling into 
Brandy’s Botanicals Barn- 
15 Livingston Rd Hawera.- 
WINZ Quotes, Afterpay 
& Eft-pos avaliabel at the 
Barn. 

���
Compact Tractor Contractor
For all your small tree cutting down and chipping
Average to large garden rotary hoeing
Lifestyle block paddock topping and mowing
Horse paddock harrowing
Gravel driveways and raceways graded

Grant McGilvary
027 266 1555
tractor1boat2@gmail.com

SQUARE RYE Hay.. Large 
amount available.. Ph 027 
3844 822.

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016

STANDING HAY and 
Silage. Ph 06 764 8546

MAY TO MAY Dairy 
Heifer Grazing available. 
Inglewood area. Phone 
Shane (06) 7567372.

TRADES & SERVICES

DRY FIREWOOD. Mix of 
Mac and pine, shed stored 
and ready to burn. For a 
price and delivery. Text 021 
875 047.

23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis

Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning 
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear 

of building on King Street.
Inquiries to Clare Moss - Ph 06 278 4169

clare.moss@hughson.co.nz

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake

Long Run Roofing & Cladding
Repairs & Maintenance
Re-roofing & Spouting

Terry Mounsey
021 562 269

wetaroofing@xtra.co.nz

RELIABLE & 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

CALF BEDDING 
Woodchip, Sawdust, 
Shavings. Kalin Contracting. 
027 384 4822.

PUBLIC NOTICES

BUILDER. Hay Barns, 
Garages, Sheds, Roofs, 
Gutters, Bathrooms. All 
building maintenance. 
Local builder. Dion 021 027 
06657.

734 Auroa Road, RD 28, Auroa, 4678
office@auroa.school.nz

Applications for Out of Zone Pupils

Auroa School is a decile 8 full Primary School 
(includes year 7/8 students) located in South 
Taranaki. Enrolment at the school is governed by an 
enrolment scheme, details of which are available 
from the school office. 

The Board has determined that there will be 20 
vacancies available for Term 3, 2025.

Applications can be made by applying in writing to 
the school by either post or email and by visiting the 
school office.

The deadline for applications is 3pm, 

Wednesday 18th June, 2024.

If the number of applicants exceeds the number of 
places available, students will be selected by ballot.

Claire Gargan, Board of Trustees  
PROJECT CAR wanted. 
Riley Elf, MGB or Mini. 
Prefer rusty non-runner. 
Also wanted, bar bender 240 
mig welder. Ph 06 753 6671 
after 5pm.

PILATES. Kaponga man 
asking if anyone can take 
him for Pilates one on one. 
Ph Noel, 06 764 6794.

KIDS PROBIOTICS  
Vitapops for sore throats. 
Tastes yummy, $14.90 at 
The Health Shop Centre 
City. Ph 06 758 7663.

Grow great dairy 
heifers with us.
Call Richard 0275 109 667 
or 06 346 5376

Convert grass into $

www.grazing.nz Every day is a growing day 

FOR SALE
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Publication Dates for 2025
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

Adverts and readers' contributions may be phoned, emailed, posted or dropped into the
Opunake & Coastal News at 23 Napier St, PO Box 74, Opunake.

Phone (06) 761-7016 or a/h (06) 761-8206, Email:  ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz; 

Phone (06) 761-7016

DEADLINES:
EDITORIAL               - 5pm Thursday prior to publication.
DISPLAY ADVERTS    - 5pm Friday prior to publication.
CLASSIFIEDS            - 3pm Monday prior to publication.

        www.opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
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$16,995

$21,995

$8,995 

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY -  SEE ONSITE SPECIALS 

VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

$16,995

$11,995

$13,995 $6,995

 $19,995$18,995

2006 Toyota CALDINA 
Spoiler, Tow Bar, Monsoons, Retractable 

Electric Mirrors, Tinted Windows, 2.0, Petrol, 
Auto, 264kms

2013 Mitsubishi LANCER
ONE OWNER, NZ NEW 

MIVEC, Reversing Camera, Heated Electric Leather 
Seats, Driving Lights, Tow Bar, 2.0, Petrol, CVT, 

244kms

 $18,995 

2014 Toyota COROLLA GX
POPULAR NZ NEW WAGON

Stability Control, VVT-i, Electric Windows, Spoiler, 
Retractable Electric Mirrors, 1.5, Petrol, CVT, 

103kms

2019 Mitsubishi ASX BLK
LOW KM, NZ NEW, STUNNING

Multi Airbags, Tinted Windows, Daytime Running 
Lights, Panoramic Sunroof, 2.0, Petrol, CVT, 55kms 

2015 Toyota COROLLA GX
NZ NEW 6 SPD MANUAL HATCH

Cuise Control, Stability Control, Reversing Camera, 
VVT-i, 1798cc, Petrol, Manual, 208kms

$16,995

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 • Jamie Henry  021 556 223

2016 Toyota CAMRY GL
Electric Mirrors, Alloy Wheels, Cruise Control, 

Traction & Stability Control, Daytime Running Lights, 
VVT-i, 2.5, Petrol, Auto, 109kms

2017 Mazda 3 2.0 GLX 
NZ NEW

Cruise Control, i-Stop, Keyless Start, Alloy Wheels, 
Sports Mode, Reversing Camera, 2.0, Petrol, Auto, 

112kms

2016 Honda Jazz RS
SPORTY NZ NEW HATCH

Driving Lights, Spolier, NZ Navigation, VTEC, 
Keyless Entry & ignition, 1.5, Petrol, CVT, 34kms

2013 Mazda ATENZA
Alloy Wheels, i-Stop, Cruise Control, Tow Bar, Driving 

Lights, Heated Electric Leather Seats, 2.5, petrol, 
Auto, 87kms

2019 Holden COMMODORE LT 
 Daytime Running Lights, i-Stop, Tinted Windows, 
Turbo, Keyless Entry & Ignition, 2.0, Petrol, Auto, 

55kms

2021 Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross VRX 
360 Degree Cameras, Dual Sunroofs, Daytime 

Running Lights, Turbo, ABS Braking, 1.5, Petrol, 
CVT, 29kms

  $29,995

2017 Mazda 6
NICELY SPEC’D

Electric Leather Seats, Sports Mode, Sun Roof, 
Tow Bar, Driving Lights, HUD, 2.5, Petrol, Auto, 

107kms

          

$21,995

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL:
2017 Holden COMMODORE VF2 SV6

6 Cylinder, Cruise Control, Parking Sensors, Blind 
Spot Monitoring, Electric Parking Brake, 3.5, Petrol, 

Auto, 194kms

$11,995

$21,995

  $29,995$16,995

$16,995

$8,995

103kms

$6,995

          

$21,995
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